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SCOPE - said is a call for restoration and great rejoicing.
However, if Sierra Leone should rise again, Rev.
What do the AEA commissions do? We make an attt Khabenje called attention to the biblical example
to peep into three of these- the Mission, Relief of Nehemiah; who was not only a refugee in a
velopment and Women’s commissions. strange land like his audience but was a captive.
tion to the General Secretanttsi On receiving the news about the destruction of
will get a feel of the wor Jerusalem, his home city, Nehemiah was deeply
Happy reading.... remorseful and cried to God in fasting and prayer.
God gave him a vision of what to do and against
all odds; both external and internal challenges;
Jubilee Anniversary of Sierra Leone inNehemiah stood courageously and strategically
the Gambia forged ahead to accomplish his mission in record
time of 52 days. Rev. Khabenje challenged his
audience to learn from Nehemiah’s example and

the invitation of the Sierra Leonean gospel mi not only talk aboqt the chall_enges In Sierra Leone
ters in the little West African country over tbut to do something about it and to take personal

Easter weekend, April 22-26, 2011. He was g _responsibility for the problems_ rat_her_ than shift-
speaker at a grand thanksgiving service cing blame to other people and institutions.
memorating the 30year of independence for t
ministers’ country of origin, Sierra Leone. T
General Secretary, himself a Sierra Leonean
emotionally touched meeting with a large cc
munity of his countrymen in exile.

The General Secretary was in Banjul, Gambi

The thanksgiving event brought together the Si-
erra Leone community in Gambia including the
High Commissioner and staff of the Sierra Leone
High Commission in the Gambia.

The theme for the jubilee celebration wagerra 1he General Secretary took the opportunity to
Leone will Rise Again”. Addressing the crow connect with the church in the Gambia. He had a

on the theme, Rev. Khabenje expounded or meeting with the denominational leaders and
biblical underpinnings of jubilee- a time for tu MEMPers of the Council of the Evangelical Fel-

ing back to God and his commands, proclain IoWhIpROIGAMbIa (EFG)' s fgllowsh!p Jie
freedoms and releasing the oppressed. Thi been dor_mant fo_r sometime but this provided an
opportunity to bring the church leaders together
and hopefully the momentum will continue. Rev.
Khabenje highlighted the past problems of AEA
| itself as contributing the dormancy of the EFG but
with AEA back on its feet he assured the leaders
of AEA’s solidarity with EFG in the future. The
| church in Gambia needs our prayer support and
4 pray for unity in the Body of Christ in that nation

 AEA Stands with the Embattled People
of Ivory Coast

i Following the recent political impasse and na-
Jubilant Sierra Leonean Jubilee celebrants tional crisis in Ivory Coast the President, Rev.
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| At the time of the visit, Abidjan was returning rior-
malcy. However, a good number of people were either
displaced or had personal loss in one way or therot
Many of the church leaders and pastors in Abidjah h
displaced relatives or members of their church oeng
gations in their homes. A number of the pastorsewer
themselves in hiding for fear of reprisals by peojpl
arms.

As an immediate response to the crisis, the Fehgqwvs
has set up a relief programme known as Good Samatri-
tan. This is an effort to bring immediate relieftte
displaced people in the homasd church compounds
of the pastors. The relief items ranged from fanddn
-items like blankets, clothes, mattresses etc. fEéhe
Samuel Yameogo prompted that AEA makes a visilbteship has also put together a proposal for a more
the country and stand with the brethren in timaedd. long term engagement with the wider society to con-
The General Secretary accompanied by Rev. Dr. Witbute in mitigating the national crisis and farcgl

son Badejo of Nigeria and Regional President of A&#hesion in their country.

for the West Africa region were in Ivory Coast ME¥

-16, 2011. In response, the AEA delegation reiterated theaspr
The visit was hosted by the Federation of Evangilience was to sympathize with the brothers and sister

in Ivory Coast (FECI). The four day visit was falf Ivory Coast in time of crisis. They expressed regte
activities including meetings with the Executivdi-oftheir inability to assist in material terms. Howguwaey
cers of FECI, an emergency extraordinary GeneralrAade a token cash contribution to the relief eféord
sembly of the Fellowship which brought together tifeered to magnify their voices in appealing to the
heads of denominations and member organisationgadfal church community for assistance. The General
FECI. The meetings accorded the AEA visiting deBecretary has requested our heads of commissions fo
gation to interact with the church leaders anckisib Peace and Relief and Development to work with FECI
their stories which highlighted challenges facedhsy in mobilising support for their interventions.

church for well over a decade; culminating in thesin

recent national crisis following the presidentiah+off.

-

EFCI Executives meet with AEA visitors in Ivory €ba

AEA Board Meets in Nairobi

The second meeting of the newly elected AEA Execu-
tive Board was held in Nairobi June 6 & 7, 2011.
Talking to the General Secretary he was upbeattabou
this meeting and here is why: According to the Gaine

| Secretary, “Between this meeting and the first [est
cember the Board recorded 100% attendance since
their election into office last August at the Gealer
Assembly. This is encouraging compared to former
years when a good number of elected officers did no
attend any Board meeting for the whole tenure.” The
General Secretary revealed further that the Board
members arrived in Nairobi at the weekend and had
planned to attend church services in Nairobi tmvel
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L i Enjoying the moment: Joyce Ngala receives herfggate from
: SRR UETUEET WA the General Secretary Rev. Aiah Foday-KhabenjeragEmily

AEA Executive Board members pose for a photo Obwaka (Continental Coordinator PACWA), Miriam MiNzbi

after successful meeting and Simon Kaungute look on

= AN,

ship with the brethren in Nairobi. Highlights ofetliew other invited guests.

meeting included decisions about the way forwatrtth wi

the development of AEA properties in Nairobi, prddie training was the first of many trainings that see

entation of audited accounts for year ended Decemémource teams (Sister's Keepers) start to imbest t

31, 2010, approval of operations guidelines for AE&mmunities one group at a time. The women’s groups

Commissions, review of staff manual etc. will be used as empowerment forums where knowledge
and skills will be imparted. As worldview, negative

The new Women’s Commission (PACWA) Coordinasltural beliefs and values are changed to aligh thie

tor, Dr. Mrs Emily Obwaka was presented to the Boavord of God, women will be motivated to become

The Board offered a prayer of consecration by anaimssional, take responsibility for their lives amdke a

ing her and laid hands on her in prayer. Also, gmeat difference in their communities. We see this iran

the ceremony was the Chair of the PACWA Comngsing all over Africa. Dr. Emily Obwaka PACWA

sion, Rev. Esme Bowers from South Africa. Continental Coordinator will be participating ircan-
ference in the Democratic Republic of Congo in Astgu
to envision about CHE. There are prospects of takin

A New Dawn in PACWA: Getting Ready to the same to Tanzania in the very near future.

Launch into the Deep
The AEA Commission on Relief and Devel-

On March 9, 2011, PACWA Kenya began a new joBRment (ARDC)

ney to train the core PACWA members in Communi% _ -
Health Evangeﬁsm (CHE)Commur“ty Health ARDC is among the 10 Commissions of the AEA.

Evangelism (CHE)is a strategy for churches to drivince its’ establishment in 1987, AEA/RDC as the
holistic transformation in their communitiehe idearelief and development arm of the AEA has over the
of the training was to equip the Nairobi based PACWears enabled evangelical alliances and churchis wi
resource team with an approach to empower womdR!if, development and social transformation desks
the community level where ministry takes place. TigPartments towards increased engagement in iitegra
training was conducted for 10 days over a periotiQofMiSSIon. It has also facilitated interventions msging
weeks — one day a week, and culminated in a calbuff needs of member alliances and communities &ifliect
graduation which was witnessed by AEA staff mey-armed contlicts, floods, famine, civil wars, fiaw,
bers, friends and relatives of the graduating teatha and other forms of natural or man-made disasters.
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ARDC is completely committed to AEA's vision, mish |

sion and broad strategic objectives . It seeksiteesthe ©
poor and those at high risk or vulnerability byrgarg

out specific or special project that target lodalich- .
based communities in Africa.

ARDC has carried out and supported the followi
interventions : Triple “R” initiatives (focusingnadis- &
aster relief responses, rehabilitation and longntexc- ==
onciliation/peace building among /for communities =
post-conflict areas in parts of Africa), developmea =
projects (such as the East Africa Supra Regionad |
ject on basic social service delivery-water, basia-
cation and health, and peace building), povertycead
tion related initiatives by supporting the 8 MD@g-
velopment education and exchange , church-

community mobilization and providing platforms feconflict areas of Uganda (and along its’ frontjershe
partnerships in development work. It has encoutagey project components are:

the creation of strategic partnerships at all lgvshar-

ing of development experiences, promoting active pa Access to improved quality basic education through
ticipation and equal engagement of partners (eajeci non-formal approaches

at the local grassroots communities). It has giother - HIV/AIDS prevention education and female genital
development partners to build consensus and forgenutilation (FGM) special campaigns;

common partnerships on key thematic areas for-adPeace building and mediation efforts

dressing the development challenges facing thecbhur Capacity building for local partners

and communities in Africa.

X

Pupils learning in a classroom at Karita, Uganda

World Evangelical Alliance (WEA)/Refugee Highway
Currently, the AEA Commission on Relief and Dev®artnership (WEA/RHP) Initiative
opment is carrying out the following initiatives:

This initiative focuses on the plight of refugeesda
The ARDC-EED Project in Uganda/Kenya internally displaced people groups in the confiiod

post-conflict areas. Over the years, hundreds @di-th
This project focuses on the improved access andsdeés of people have been uprooted from theirraigi

livery of basic social services in basic educattdh/- homes due to civil and armed conflicts. They endmip

AIDs prevention education, and peace building/donfi’€ Major highways in search of peace and safety.

transformation in the post conflict areas of NontheARDC 1S il syl years HYBLEIE. Ul thg =k
partners under the refugee highway partnershipdeo p

Eastern Uganda (and along with the borders of KEgyd 5 christian response to the needs of the eefsig
and South Sudan). This project follows the onelifaging internally displaced groups in parts of Africa.
tated and implemented by ARDC for the Masai coWRDC is the Africa Regional chapter of WEA/RHP. It
munities in Kajiado District in Kenya, with respetot has initiated the Triple “R” initiative for Southugan,
access to clean water. Cote D’lvoire, and is currently closely followinge
situation in these countries (including Libya).
The ARDC-EED Project has its overall goal of afur
based communities strengthened and their capadtigporting the Triple “R” Initiatives for refugeesind
improved to ensure the right access to a meaninigtginally displaced in South Sudan, Cote D’lvoire
basic education , fight against the spread of HI%®, Northern Tchad (and along the frontiers of these
and have found solutions for peaceful living in gusst countries)
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financial and human), to ensure that project/pnogra
Armed conflicts have continued to escalate in coesitactivities and operations go on uninterrupted for t
like South Sudan, Sudan, Cote D’lvoire, Libya amekt 3 years.
Tchad. Thousands of people have been uprooted 5OMAEA/RDC Office in Kampala as it coordinates
their homes. They end up as refugees in neighbaattities (especially in areas of disaster resppnand
countries or the majority is internally displacelEA building of links with partners in the post coofli
has members and partners whose communities ararsas in Africa (there seem to be more growing seed
riously affected in these countries. AEA membeagainst the available scarce resources), andiglteh
partners and commissions are working with partmerguires strong evangelical partnerships that aréngil
South Sudan, Cote D’lvoire, Burkina Faso, Ugandh eamwork together ;
Kenya, to ensure that the triple “R” initiativeimple- 6. God’s mind, overall plan and wisdom to prevail.
mented, whose focus include- short-term emergency
responses, medium term reconstruction and peace

building (reconciliation). MISSIONS: Reflecting Globally Respond-

e . ing Locally
Other specific activities carried out by ARDC

, ) ) If the Evangelicals on the continent of Africa hawe
P Documenting of learning experiences by ARDC g{)ffj the great commission, then we have to stieiar

its parners ) i vision and at the same time deepen our commitnment i
P Forging strategic partnerships on common develgpa| expression. This sums up my learning expegen
ment ISSUEs in Africa for the last 6 months as | travelled and interaetitt

» Supporting stratggi_c initiatives and networkingttk)vhat God is doing. From Uganda in East Africa and t
promote a new Christian ~ Agenda for developmengyiiain in Europe, God is stirring His church irsyn-
Africa ( such as the Vision Africa Conference progronised way towards a central focus of how to un-
esses, the Micah Challenge and Network speciat Gidfstand Islam in order to reach the Muslims i t

paigns on poverty); e Love of God. This global focus is being locally re
> Working with the AEA members, commissions nded to differently. In Uganda it is theologiedl-

projects to build synergy and increased engagemeplyion in Kenya it is in national constitution UK it is

matters of integral mission, relief and developmeghfronting this issue on a global platform.
that positively impact the local church and communi

ties in Africa; ) .
UGANDA: Theological education refocuses on un-

derstanding Islam
ARDC Prayer Items
, . . . Theological institutions have introduced Islamiadst
1. God's continued provision and faithfulness jiQ in order to prepare students to face the emgrgi
ARE/RDC (particularly with respect to personal apdjity of Islamic influence in the nation. While fhe

ministry program activity and operational SUpport.  canita| Kampala, one could not miss catching glienps
2. AEA/RDC proposed Triple “R” initiative in Cot%_f the imposing structure of Muammar Gaddafi

D’lvoire and South Sudan intended to come along$ifesq e built by donations from the Libyan leader on
the AEA partners as they seek to respond to the-gffe o|q Kampala hill. This is one of the indicatofghe
ing/emerging needs in the 2 ppst conflict gounirles growing influence of Islam in this predominantly
3. The WEA/RHP Leadership consultation that v#},isiian East African nation. Although Uganda’s
be held in San Francisco atthe end of July 20RD®& . |ation is 84% Christian and only 11.5% Muslims,
will be represented at this consultation, and id$et® {yq |ater are having growing influence in commence
present the needs of the refugee and internally @igyie education. One of the contributing factorthis
placed groups in the immediate conflict zones 6To&f j,a,ence is the existence of the Islamic Universif
(1.e South Sudan, Abyei, Cote D'lvoire and Libya). gast Africa based in the Eastern capital of Mbailéa w
4. The availability of urgently needed resourcesi{b,iner campuses in the capital city of Kampala, Kjabo
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in central Buganda and Arua in the North.
KENYA, Triggering the mission vision
At the Uganda Christian Universitya new program
on Islam has been introduced to equip the theabdgthurch Leaders from the Nairobi Eastland’s chapter
students in understanding Islam at undergraduadetla® Evangelical Alliance of Kenya will be attenditg
graduate levels. Through this contact Mr Lawreia@dros Course June 20-24, 2011. Kenya has over
Oseje a Kenyan graduate from the AIU (formerly N&8,000 000 evangelical Christians making it amdrey t
robi Evangelical Graduate School of Theologp 10 in the world and second to Nigeria on thetico
NEGST) was hired to teach the Islamic courses. iépt. The great potential of the Christians as ssioin
Kampala Evangelical school Of Theologyundertak-force is still to a very a large extend untappebde T
ing research and educating Christians on Islanemt i€airos coursehas been useful all over the world in
tificate and diploma levels. igniting a passion for missions and creating commit
ment. It is hoped that these will lead churchesetlev
Visit to UK with a Mission organisation having imoping mission policies and eventually and multiglic
pact all over the world tion of the missions force in Kenya.

Each morning for 2 weeks | was part of a dedicaB0MING EVENTS

team of staff at the Barnabas fund who met to wprsh

God in song and pray for Christians all over theld/o» Legal consultation-October 27- 30, 2011 in Nai-
before they attended to daily duties. Most of theshi - A few select Christian legal practitioners, po-
prayed for people they may never see in placebefitical activists and some church leaders fromoakr
world they may never travel to. Such commitmentAtisica will meet in Nairobi from October 27-30021
global vision was also manifest in the local chuadl for a Christian legal consultation. The consuttati
not just a preserve of global charity. From Mon@8{ shall address legal/political issues affecting €fans
March to April 14" | was in the United Kingdomacross much of the African continent. These include
headquarters of the Barnabas Fund in Wiltshire ehehanges to national constitutions, laws or regometi
underwent an intensive orientation program. | ledrthat impact Christians’ rights, official or unofiat
issues of global Islam and how this organisatiom4isdiscrimination, human rights issues, and the expans
volved through network of well coordinated actiegiof Islamic influence through Sharia, Qadi courtsl an
on every continent. This was an exposure that-dedper legal/political initiatives.

ened my commitment, broadened my perspective of

God'’s work and inspired hope in confronting my own Ethiopia, Tanzania, Nigeria - In the months of
ministry challenges in Africa. July, August, and September, we have planned isits
Ethiopia, Tanzania and Nigeria. The purpose is¢etm
While in the UK [ joined in the fundraising actikis of with National Evangelical Fellowships and asses mis
the Barnabas fund in a couple churches as a l€alsh activities. In Nigeria | hope to meet with Bay
experience. Compared to Africa, church attendapgganure the former director of the Evangelism and
and membership in the United Kingdom is low, y& Hission commission for mentoring and there after a

small church membership has unequalled commitmgykibility of visiting another West African stafegs-
to mission all over the world and great generostty. sjbly Senegal.

example a church in Oxfordshire County had only 12
adults in attendance yet one of them had been &om
short term mission in Kenya and two were planning t
visit Malawi for mission not to mention they gave a
offering towards the Barnabas fund. If a churchhdfn

UK can send and support missionaries to the retbieof
world, economics aside an African church of 300
members should do the same or even more.



