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Theological Commission Leaders on the Move  
Leaders of the WEA Theological Commission met in Bonn in early May to discuss current developments and 
plan for future acƟviƟes. Chairman, Dr Thomas Schirrmacher met with ExecuƟve Director, Dr Rosalee Vellose 
Ewell, Editor of ERT, Dr David Parker (Australia), and Senior Advisor Professor Dr Thomas Johnson (Prague). 
High on the agenda were the various publicaƟons including Evangelical Review of Theology, Theological 
News and the web pages. A report was given on the next special issue of ERT (Oct. 2013) on “The Insider 
Movements”, guest edited by Rob Haskell (USA). Various other topics were also covered, with special con-
sideraƟon being given to the TC’s role in the forthcoming WEA Congress (see panel below).  

In the past few months Dr. Rosalee Velloso Ewell has given various lectures and keynote addresses in the 
UK. In April 2013 she spoke at the annual gathering of the Scoƫsh Evangelical Theological Society, with the 
keynote address "Trinity and Mission: Scandalous Belonging". That same month she and John Baxter-Brown, 
member of the TC Working Group, lectured at Regent's Park College, Oxford, on the theme of ChrisƟan wit-

ness in mulƟ-religious seƫngs. In June Dr Ewell returned to Oxford to give the keynote lecture at the StoƩ-Bediako Forum at 
the Oxford Centre for Mission Studies, followed by travels to India to offer the morning biblical plenary address on Acts 17 – 

Paul's Ɵme in Athens, at the Lausanne Global Leadership Forum in Ban-
galore. 

John Baxter-Brown is now part of the Mission Theology Advisory Group 
(MTAG), a collaboraƟon between Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland and the Anglican Church, that aims to explore more deeply the-
ological issues as these relate to mission pracƟces. The theme for the 
recent gathering in Leeds, UK, was LiberaƟon and Entrapment. The 
group visited parƟcular ministries and discussed forms of urban minis-
try and the different ways the church opens itself up to welcoming 
those who are on the margins of society. During the next months 
MTAG will produce resources for churches and individuals with the 
goal of engaging such issues in ways that reflect the life and ministry of 
Jesus in the various contexts of contemporary society. 

Invitation to National & Regional Theological Commissions  

to General Assembly 2014 
The WEA and its Theological Commission invites all board members of theological commissions (or groups with similar status) 
of naƟonal or regional evangelical alliances to aƩend the General Assembly of WEA to be held in Seoul in October 2014. We 
expect around 500 members of theological commissions at this gathering. 

We will parƟcipate in the general agenda (including many plenaries and workshops planed by the TC), but every day we will 
have special planning meeƟngs and discussion Ɵmes to deal with our own agendas and issues of the TCs. This is the first Ɵme in 
history when all the boards of all the regional and naƟonal TCs will be able to meet one another face to face. Such personal 
interacƟon is fundamental as we seek to strengthen the service and work of the TCs for the coming years. Please contact TC 
ExecuƟve Chair, Dr Thomas Schirrmacher with your RSVP and for more informaƟon  chair_tc@worldea.com  

The General Assembly will be held October 18-26, 2014 at the COEX ConvenƟon Center, Seoul, South Korea and will involve 
leaders of Evangelical Alliances, members and partners of WEA commissions and iniƟaƟves, WEA associate members and glob-
al partners, member church networks and denominaƟons, as well as global and local invited guests. For more informaƟon visit 
hƩp://www.worldea.org/ga2014  

Dr. Velloso Ewell and the Bible Plenary speakers at 
the Global Leadership Forum, India 2013. 
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Call for Papers on ‘Applied Trinitarianism’ 
The Theological Commission calling for papers and discussion for a theme issue of the Evangelical Review of Theology in 2014 
on Applied Trinitarianism.’ The church fathers thought many of their pastoral problems resulted from ChrisƟans interpreƟng 
their faith and the Bible inside the cogniƟve structures of the various secular worldviews of their cultures (with results such as 
doceƟsm and GnosƟcism); the clear arƟculaƟon of the biblical doctrine of the Trinity was an aƩempt to provide a more fully 
developed cogniƟve structure in light of which to interpret and apply the biblical message in a balanced and complete manner.  

Thomas K. Johnson claims we should now apply the Nicene doctrine of the Trinity as a diagnosƟc system for diagnosing the 
health and balance of individuals, churches, and ChrisƟan movements, as well as use it as a framework for cultural and ethical 
quesƟons. (See www.iirf.eu; then click WEA Global Issues Series.)  

For this purpose we now invite contribuƟons for a theme issue of ERT in 2014. Essays should be 6,000 to 8,000 words, follow-
ing the ERT guidelines. As we started the discussion in the US and have some potenƟal contribuƟons, we now especially invite 
contributors from other regions.  

ArƟcles and enquiries should be sent to johnson.thomas.k@gmail.com. 

Developments at Redcliffe College Centre for Linguistics  
Redcliffe College, Gloucester UK, will welcome Wycliffe Bible Translators UK training programmes to its campus in July this 
year. Along with the creaƟon of aƩracƟve new teaching spaces  and library area, the academic staff at both Redcliffe and Wyc-
liffe have worked together to achieve the validaƟon of the two MA programmes by the University of Gloucestershire.  

A report from the college stated, “We are delighted that both MA Field LinguisƟcs and MA Literacy Programme Development 
have now been successfully validated and, with Wycliffe staffing in place, we are ready to welcome the first students.” Red-
cliffe Principal Rob Hay said “This validaƟon is a tribute to the hard work of Redcliffe College and Wycliffe Bible Translators UK 
staff as they collaborate on integraƟng Wycliffe’s training for Bible translaƟon into Redcliffe’s porƞolio of courses. The Univer-
sity commended us in parƟcular for the success  of this process so far.”  

The Centre for LinguisƟcs, TranslaƟon and Literacy does not only cater for MA students. Alongside the full MA programmes, 
Postgraduate CerƟficate and Postgraduate Diploma study opƟons are also available and individual modules such as Language 
and Culture AcquisiƟon can be studied as standalone courses. More informaƟon about all Centre for LinguisƟcs, TranslaƟon 
and Literacy courses can be found at www.redcliffe.org/ltl  

Baptist Theologians Focus on Holy Spirit 
Washington, DC (BWA)--BapƟst understanding of the work and ministry of the Holy Spirit will be the focal point of the 8th 
BapƟst InternaƟonal Conference on Theological EducaƟon (BICTE) to be held in Ocho Rios, Jamaica, from June 28-30.  The 
conference theme is In Step with the Spirit: Perspec ves on Pneumatology within the Worldwide Bap st Family. 

PresentaƟons include "BapƟst ContribuƟon to Theological ReflecƟon on the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit" by William Brackney 
of Canada; "The Holy Spirit and Social JusƟce" by Burchell Taylor of Jamaica; "BapƟsts and Pneumatology: Atonement and 
Healing" by Graham Hill of Australia; "BapƟsts and Pneumatology: Atonement and Material Prosperity" by Deji Isaac Ayeg-
boyin from Nigeria; and "The Holy Spirit and Corporate Worship" by Doug Weaver of the United Sates. 

Respondents include Solomon Ishola of Nigeria, Honorina Dela Paz-Lacquian from the Philippines, Otniel Bunaciu from Roma-
nia and Phyllis Rodgerson Pleasants Tessieri from the US. 

"BapƟst theologians and biblical scholars have not produced an extensive literary corpus dealing with the nature and ministry 
of the Holy Spirit," said BapƟst World Alliance (BWA) General Secretary Neville Callam. "A fine array of thinkers at the confer-
ence on theological educaƟon will contribute to our understanding the relaƟon of the Holy Spirit and the life of faith in the 
triune God." 

Callam will make a special presentaƟon on "BWA in Bilateral Dialogues," a reference to theological dialogues that the BWA has 
had with other ChrisƟan tradiƟons, including the Mennonites, Anglicans and Catholics. 

Theological educators from the BWA regions of Africa, Asia Pacific, Caribbean, Europe, LaƟn America and North America will 
lead panel discussions on "Emerging Issues in the Theological FormaƟon of Ministerial Students." 

BICTE is planned and sponsored by the BWA and is normally held every five years. The 7th ediƟon was held in Prague, Czech 
Republic, in 2008.  BICTE immediately precedes the BWA Annual Gathering that is to be held July 1-6. Both are to be held at 
the Sunset Jamaica Grande Resort, Spa & Conference Center in Ocho Rios. 

More informaƟon for BICTE are available on the BWA website.              
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Lausanne Movement Welcomes New CEO  

The Lausanne Movement has welcomed Dr. Michael Oh, a 41 year-old Korean-American, as its new 
ExecuƟve Director/Chief ExecuƟve Officer. He took over on 1 March 2013. Oh was founder and presi-
dent of Christ Bible Seminary in Nagoya, Japan. He was be formally installed at The Lausanne Global 
Leadership Forum in South Asia in June.  

Ram Gidoomal, Chair of The Lausanne Movement Board of Directors said, "Michael is a cross-cultural 
bridge-builder, from East to West and across generaƟons; he knows the overall Movement well and 
understands the complexity of this leadership calling. He will be able to build on the firm foundaƟon 
that Doug Birdsall and the global leadership of Lausanne have established, to the glory of God.” 

He has been involved in Lausanne since 2004, serving as keynote speaker and part of the planning team 
for Lausanne's Younger Leaders Gathering in 2006, and as a member of the Lausanne Board since 2007.   

Oh succeeds outgoing CEO Rev. S. Douglas (Doug) Birdsall, who became the president of American Bi-
ble Society on 1 March. Birdsall will conƟnue to serve in leadership with Lausanne as an Honorary Chair.  He said, "Michael is 
an excepƟonally giŌed younger leader who will serve the Movement with vision and passion in the years to come. As a reflec-
Ɵve pracƟƟoner, he embodies the essence of the 'spirit' of Lausanne – humility, friendship, study, prayer, partnership and 
hope.” 

In responding to his appointment, Dr Oh said, “In the coming months we will seek to find ways to introduce Lausanne afresh to 
a new generaƟon of ChrisƟans and leaders around the world. I’m parƟcularly excited to begin preparaƟons for the 
3rd Lausanne Younger Leaders Gathering in 2015.  In 2006 in Port Dixon, Malaysia at the 2nd Lausanne Younger Leaders Gath-
ering, I, myself, was a younger leader inspired by the history and vision of Lausanne. The challenges ahead are great, but our 
God is even greater.  His purposes are sure and He will surely have the victory.  What a privilege and joy it is to be a part of 
God’s plans together with wonderful brothers and sisters around the world like you. “ 

Oh's appointment was welcomed by leaders in Japan who expressed pleasure that Oh will live in Japan while serving Lausanne.  
"We are commiƩed to expanding the network of support and prayer among churches in Japan for Michael.  As a board mem-
ber of the Japan Evangelical AssociaƟon, I know that General Secretary Kenichi Shinagawa has shared a longƟme friendship 
with Michael.”   

Oh has a Doctor of Philosophy with a specializaƟon in Cultural Anthropology and EducaƟon (University of Pennsylvania), a Mas-
ter's Degree of Arts with a concentraƟon in East Asian Studies (Harvard University), a Master's Degree of Divinity with an em-
phasis on Missions (Trinity Evangelical Divinity School) and a Master's Degree of Science (University of Pennsylvania).  Michael 
and his wife, Pearl, have been married 18 years and have five children. 

Source: Lausanne Global Leadership Update March 2013  More informaƟon: www.lausanne.org 

Prominent Evangelical Leader and Theologian Retires 
Dr Peter Jensen, Anglican Archbishop of Sydney, Australia, is about to reƟre aŌer twelve years in the post, reaching the sƟpu-
lated reƟrement age of 70 in early July. He was born in Sydney and began a career in law before changing to school teaching. 
He and his brother, Peter (currently Dean of Sydney) were converts of the famous 1959 Billy Graham Crusade. He entered the 
Sydney Diocese’s Moore Theological College in 1966 and later gained a BD of London University, and a DPhil from Oxford Uni-
versity for a study of “The life of faith in the teaching of Elizabethan ProtestanƟsm.” He became principal of his alma mater in 
1985, a posiƟon which he held for 16 years. He has wriƩen widely, published a number of books, and delivered the Australian 
BroadcasƟng Commission’s Boyer Lectures published under the Ɵtle, “The Future of Jesus”. 

In his role as Archbishop of Australia’s oldest and largest Anglican archdiocese, he became a vocal spokesman for evangelical 
ChrisƟanity and was oŌen in the news for his conservaƟve moral and doctrinal views. He also became well known for his role 
in Anglicanism around the world through his high profile involvement in the controversial Global Anglican Future Conference 
(GAFCON) held in Jerusalem June 2008, just prior to the Lambeth Conference of that year, to address concerns that many 
evangelical Anglicans had about trends in the church. 

At a farewell funcƟon on 14 June, Dr Jensen called for his church to trust ‘in Christ crucified alone’. “The world is always look-
ing for human and divine celebriƟes, for gods suitable to its own desires. For our part we are always tempted to impress the 
world and to gain the world's good opinion.” But, he said, ‘we can never graduate beyond the cross of Christ’ because ‘the 
divine subsƟtuƟon is the basis for our fellowship, the moƟve for our worship and the power which transforms lives’. He went 
on to make another plea:  ‘as you live, so preach. Preach Christ crucified’. He warned “Woe beƟde us if we so glorify religious 
experience or intellectual aƩainment and abandon the wisdom of God.  Woe beƟde us if the message of the cross is simply 
one of the list of things we talk but not the passionate heart of our message”. This warning, he said, was for the diocese, and 
the denominaƟon. “The cross of Christ is the key to answering all our quesƟons - the what and the how as well as the why and 
the who and the when and the where.” (hƩp://sydneyanglicans.net/news/one-last-thing  
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Evangelical Review of Theology July 2013: Divine AffecƟvity and Mission  

The lead arƟcle for this issue is an intriguing study  by Karen Shaw of how ’divine heartbeats’ and how these 
are reflected in our mission! Craig OƩ then gives us a new hermeneuƟc modelled on the games we play, 
opening up interesƟng possibiliƟes for understanding the Bible. Patrick Nullens then examines the authority 
of Scripture in the context of the hermeneuƟcs of love, while Robert Hamd relates the experiences of his 
church in the Middle East and its compassionate mission. Athena Gorospe urges us to go beyond the old 
understanding of the environment to a more biblically authenƟc approach and Christof Sauer gives a thumb-
nail sketch of a theology of persecuƟon. Finally, Thomas Schirrmacher reviews a full length history of the 
Evangelical Alliance.  
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The Future of Mission 
By Rob Hay, Principal, Redcliffe College, Gloucester UK  

Reprinted with permission from Response Summer 2013 (www.redcliffe.org) 
 

I read the following quote recently and it made me think:   

The world is changing so fast for students doing a four year  technical degree,  

half of what they learn in their first year will  be outdated by their third year.  
 

Mission is changing too.  What are the trends we need to help  our students respond to when  they leave? Here are just a few  
of the many issues we see. 

UrbanisaƟon 

Almost 60% of the world’s populaƟon live in urban city contexts and this figure conƟnues to rise. Despite this most people sƟll 
think of mission work happening on a village or town level. Increasingly, the main unreached are no longer the rural poor but 
middle class city dwellers. Preparing students for this very different ministry  and living style is vitally important. 

RadicalisaƟon  

I’m wriƟng this arƟcle in the week in  which the vicƟms of the Boston bombing are buried, and it is very evident that the radi-
calisaƟon of religion is real. To operate in this environment we need to train ChrisƟans who can confidently communicate the 
good news of Jesus  in non-defensive ways, realising that the  gospel is strong enough in the lives of the followers of Jesus to 
speak clearly in each and every environment. A line from the Edinburgh 1910 mission conference is as true today as it was 
then,  “The minds of the people in most countries are more open and favourable to the wise and friendly approach of the 
ChrisƟan missionaries…” 

Europe as the main mission field 

 Mission today is from everywhere to everywhere, but no maƩer where in the world I go, a major focus of churches is sending 
people to re-evangelise Europe. Lithuanian Redcliffers Rita and Vidas Rimkai are involved in this sort of work on our doorstep 
in Gloucester – as are Brazilians, Nigerians, Australians and many many more across the conƟnent. Europe is firmly on God’s 
heart and Redcliffe is taking this seriously.  

Doom and gloom in West... but not for God's mission – or for Redcliffe  

Here in the UK, we are regularly confronted with depressing news about the latest recession staƟsƟcs, be it economic or in 
the church. But we are hopeful. The demand  for Redcliffe’s ministry in serving the global church has never been greater…but 
it  looks different from before. 

A different future 

This difference comes not only because  the issues in mission are different, but also because the way in which we respond is 
changing. Through the building work on  the campus, the integraƟon of linguisƟcs and literacy and the growth in different 
ways  of teaching we are aiming to beƩer serve the global church.  


