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Introduction
é’zeen Passcon and Resunnection Prepanation ... with the Four Themes

In the complex streams of history, what really me® What is truly worth our commitment, time,
energy and resources? Poised as we still verythedreginning of the 2'century, with tragic

wars raging and reasonable alarms for saving shgnkatural resources, how do we answer these
timely questions?

One splendid time to explore the Biblical answerduring what some people call “Lent,”
an annual preparation for actively celebratingghssion and resurrection of Jesus Christ. While
times of reflection are valuable every day, thie@r Preparation is a series of forty (40) espsciall
serious days for preparation and reflection—knowirgmatchless power of Jesus’ passion and
resurrection. Frequently in the Bible, the nunid@” is associated with preparation:

®l 40 years Moses spent tending sheep in the wildsitmefere the Lord called him to lead
Israel’s liberation. (Exodus 7:7)
40 days Moses spent with the Lord on Mt. Sinai teefeading the people of Israel
through the wilderness. (Exodus 24:18)
40 years the people of Israel wandered in the wikelgs, being prepared for the
acquisition of the Holy Land.
40 days’ warning to repent, announced by Jonahda@eéople of Nineveh. (Jonah 3:4)
40 days Jesus was challenged and tempted in tderwdss before beginning his earthly
ministry. (Matthew 4:1-2; Mark 1712-13; Luke 4:3-2

&l 40 days Jesus was with the Apostles and Disciegden his resurrection victory and

ascension into heaven, preparing them for thenaexdlinary ministry. (Acts 1:3)

The remembrance of the passion and resurrectitmedford Jesus is so important that we need at
least 40 days each year to begin to do it justice.

&8 & &

The strongest Christian tradition is to exemptdays from special Preparation, since each
Sunday is already a weekly celebration of Jesussirrection. The Preparation for the Passion can
take a rest on Sundays as we weekly acknowledgeyrend power of Jesus’ Resurrection for our
lives now. Individuals using this guide can foaustheir own church’s theme each Sunday.
Pastors and church leaders can select from theBeé#meditations for some teaching content for
those seven special Sundays. The basic patteint toigk like this:

Sunday || Monday || Tuesday|| Wednesday Thursday || Friday || Saturday |

I | I | I | Ash Wed: Med. #1 I | Meditation #2 | | Meditation #3 I | Meditation #4 I

15‘ Sunday I | Meditation #5 I | Meditation #6 I | Meditation #7 I | Meditation #8 | | Meditation #9 I | Meditation #10 I

|
|
| 2”d Sunday” Meditation #11 ” Meditation #12 ” Meditation #13 Il Meditation #14 ” Meditation #15 Il Meditation #16 I
|
|
|

3 Sunday|| Meditation #17 || Meditation #18 ” Meditation #19 || Meditation #20 || Meditation #21 || Meditation #22 I
40 Sunday|| Meditation #23 || Meditation #24 ” Meditation #25 || Meditation #26 || Meditation #27 || Meditation #28 I
5" Sunday | [ Meditation #29 | [ Meditation #30 | [ Meditation #31 | [ Meditation #32 | [ Meditation #33 | [ Meditation #34 |
Palm Sunday Meditation #35 Meditation #36 Meditation #37 Maundy Thursda Good Friday Holy Saturday
6" Sunday Meditation #38 || Meditation #39 || Meditation #40
Resurrection
Sunda
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Traditionally there are four Biblical disciplinescommended for Lent: self-denial,
almsgiving, penitence and prayer. Each of thesspegcially tied to one of the four special Holy
Days of Holy Week, and also to one of the four gptes of Creation-care that are taught
throughout the Bible. These are also the fourgipies of Micah 6:8in reverse orderWhat does
the Lord require? (Pay attention to his PresenB&);Justice: (Justice); Love mercy: (Love); Walk
humbly with your God: (Honor his authority with gbstewardship and accountability.)

Four Biblical

o Four Holy Week Holidays Four Principles of Creation-Care
Disciplines

Self-denial Palm Sunday: submitting tc AUTHORITY of the Lord Jesus Chr
Jesus’ authority above our owf) This is the basis of our human stewardship a
accountability to him.

|joN

{accountability}

Maundy Thursday: learning ||“LOVE one another as | have loved yc
Jesus’ new command: Love ofjdesus’ new command teaches us to love all
another as | have loved you. ||people, near and far, present and future.

Alms-giving
{love}

_ Good Friday: affirming Jesus || JUSTICE anctMercy: Jesus died one cross tc
Penitence gift of his own suffering to pay|| redeem and restore people and creation, so that

{justice} our penalty for sin. we humans now have the opportunity to do np
harm and to do what is right and just.
Resurrection Sundax: Resurrecte PRESENCE of Jest The Rest-
Prayer demonstrating the power ever}| rection of the Lord Jesus establishes his authprity

{awareness} to bring new life to a corpse—]| over life and death, and reveals his presenceli
and revealing the power of the¢|all of his world—so that it matters to him how
Holy Spirit dwelling within. we relate to what he is creating and sustaining.

S

Each of the 40 Bible-meditations fGtccx Passcon and Zesarnrection Preparation are
primarily focused on the significance of one ortheo of these four special days and related four
principles. However, they are all deeply interdegent and interrelated. The meaning of each of
these four holy days is intensely deepened by tier®. Also, the four Biblical disciplines of this
Preparation are mutually supportive.

As a result, the categorization of the 40 Bible-itsgtbns may not be precise or exclusive.
Each one stands on the authority of the Scriptustudies. In reality, they could be studied iy an
order—and appreciated individually or as a group.

Readers Notehis book includes forty (40) Bible-meditationsdt‘Pacecon etions”—enough

for forty the forty days of Preparation. Feel ftegick and choose, according to our Savior’s
leading, and your interests and time commitments.

In whatever way you use this book, may thig/bar most meaningful preparation for the Lord
Jesus Christ’'s Passion and Resurrection ever.
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Unpacking the Creation-Care Box

God has given many gifts to his world. CreatiomeJ&ox conveys one of the most
important divine gifts. First, take a look at tpisge, and imagine what would happen if we unfold
the Creation-Care Box. Second, look at the fiegjepin the Appendix (page 50) for the answer.

The Toy:
We should always pray like Jesus, in our

works and words‘Thy will be doneon
eartr as it is in heaven

Side =
“LOVE one another

as | have loved you.

Jesus’ new command given on
Maundy Thursdayeaches us to
accountability to him, love all people, near and far,
especially celebrated on Palm preser_mt_and future. Our role:
Sunday Our role: self-denial almsgiving

Side 1
ACCOUNTABILITY
to the Lord Jesus

Christ This is the focus of
our human stewardship and

Top-Front View

Bottom-Back View

Side <
JUSTICE, Goodness

On Good FridayJesus died on
the cross to redeem and restore
us, so that we humans now have
the opportunity to do no harm
and to do what is right and just.
Our role:_penitence

Side «
AWARENESS of

JesusThe Resurrection

of theLord Jesus reveals
his authority over life and
death, and his powerful
presence in all of his world.
It matters to him how we
treat his splendid creation.
Our role:prayerful livinc

The Base

Civic responsibility has one Lord, never only ossuie.
There is one Lord, and he has many issues for elaor and
belief—as engaged individuals and communities.
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The Creation-Care Box

The Top: God’s Will. The top of the Creation Care Box consists of\weyds from the
Lord’s Prayer: “Thy will be done on earth as itnsheaven.” In other words, when we pray those
words, we are saying that we want God’s will, whigldone in heaven, to be done on earth—right
where are, right now, not sometime in the distaturke or the “sweet bye-and-bye.” Doing God’s
will includes how we behave, how we believe, whatsay and what we think. Quite
comprehensive, to be sure. To pray without belavmractice is hypocritical; to practice without
praying is unspiritual.

The Base:One Lord Jesus Christ The base of the Creation Care Box has the wi@ds
Lord—never only one issue.” What does this me&nfply that God reigns supreme. No one is
above the Lord and nothing escapes the Lord, whesabout every aspect of human life, including
all the issues in society that are in constant @eblle wants us to treat all these issues withiape
attention. (Please see the Appendix for a rogteewen key contemporary Biblical issues and their
vibrant relationships with creation-care.)

Not everyone can spend his or her whole life dgalith every issue with the same
intensity, but no one should say that Creator-Gotsélf is interested in only one issue versus
another—or that we ourselves should be committexhlp one issue. For example, some groups
emphasize protecting the rights of the unborn, evbthers emphasize protecting the environment.
Both of these groups are doing something worthwhilleey are protecting human life before and
after birth. To commit to one without the other is to ignoreltbed himself who is the one who
unites these two pro-creation principles.

If you feel that God has called someone to worlsa@iming one particular social problem or
issue, is it fair to criticize other people wholfdeat God has called them to focus on another of
God’s issues? While we are saved by God’s grageg@od works are the main evidence that his
grace has actually done something within us. guall the areas that affect our daily lives such
as government, education, health, technology, ggolarts, entertainment and such like are
everyone of them important to God—for he is thee8eign Lord of all and of every aspect in
particular. Therefore, should not all of them raatb us as well?

Side One:AUTHORITY of the Lord Jesus Christhis is the focus of our human
stewardship and accountability to him, especiadiglrated at Palm Sunday.

Side Two:“LOVE one another as | have loved youesus Christ’'s new command on
Maundy Thursdayeaches us to love all people, near and far, ptesel future. On the same day
Jesus introduced the Lord’s Supper and holy foathiveg—two overt expressions of his love.

Side Three:JUSTICE and Goodnes$n Good FridayJesus died on the cross to redeem
and restore every human willing to repent and teike his grace, so that we humans now have the
opportunity to do no harm and to do what is righd gust.

Side Four: The Vibrant PRESENCE of Jesudhe Resurrectioof the Lord Jesus
establishes his authority over life and death, r@weéals his presence in all his creation, so that i
matters to him how we relate to his splendid cozati
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GO0 Green Billle - Weditations and retions
dor Passion and Reswmection
PREPARATION

Scriptural teachings on the four themes, the
related four holy days of Passion Week,
and affirming the four dimensions of Creation-Care

Green Passion and Reswnection Preparation, © 2012 by Paul de Vries, PhD, 917-668-4000
DrPaul@GreenBibleSociety.comThank you!




Ash Wednesday, the beqginning of Preparation [self-denial: accountability]
Bible-Meditation #1:Spiritual Sacrificial Service

What does it say’ —

STUDY: Romans 11:33-12:3

*GOLDEN TEXT: Romans 11:36-12:2 Erom him and through him and to him are all thing<o

him be the glory forever! Amen. Therefore, | uyge, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy,
to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy gridasing to God--this is your reasonable act of
worship. Be not conformed to this world, but sformed by the renewal of your mind—that you
will be the proof that God’s will is good, accepialand perfect.

What does it mean?

The old favorite spiritualMe’s Got the Whole World in His Harideminds us that the Lord has
intimate care and compassion for his creation,isidows. God is the macro-manager, of course,
and a micro-manager as well, according to Scripttite is the Lord of his creation, and he has
designated us humans to be his stewards, accoartabim. However, unlike finite bosses, he
continues to be intimately involved—so that ak li§ ‘from him, through him and to himHe is
theOriginal Green Moreover, because this living God is ever-pressrour compassionate
Creator, we can confidently offer him our lives dratlies as living sacrifices—knowing he can
even bring life out of deathHe, the ultimate Green Boss; ours, the ultimateiser

1. When we feel the Creator’'s immediate presencen(&omans 11:36), does it change how
we think and act toward his Creation? How do wektlabout his mercies? Should we act
more green to show our gratitude for his merci@#?at difference do his mercies make?

2. What is it like being a living sacrifice? Couldnitean giving up something for the benefit of
the Creator, or the benefit of other people, ortéeefit of his good creation?

3. What makes our lives truly “pleasing to God"—trashand depleting his creation or
protecting and improving it? Should all our seevio him be green? How is being a “living
sacrifice” a reasonable act of worship? How isidelife and ministry our model?

4. How are our behaviors and actions becoming thadiyroof that the Creator’s will is
“good? “Acceptabl&? “Perfect? Does it help if our behavior is green?

What are we going to do about it?

5. Romans 11:36 says that everything comes from teat@r, is sustained by him and returns
to him. Can you describe living sacrifices thatud be meaningful to you and to your
Creator? What especiallpfeaseshim in your life, relationships and work?

6. Can you give three examples of how our behaviorheaseen agybod in relation to our
Creator’'s will? ‘Acceptablgin his presence? Perfect for his purposes?

7. What would make the service to our Creator trugagonable”™? How does active creation-
care help achieve reasonableness? How does wanssugh daily sacrificial behavior
compare with other acts of worship—such as in ashiprservice in a church?

Learned Lesson: Becoming “living sacrifices” is a most worthy methof self-denial, and also of
truly affirming Jesus’ authority over our lives.

Passion #etion. Unless your physician would object, why not fastlfinch two or three times a

week during this Preparation, spend those luncigim Bible-meditation and prayer, and donate
the lunch-cost savings to the church or to an gfe@nvironmental group.

1C
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Bible-Meditation #2:“G00d News” for the Whole Creationamsgiving: love]

What dees it say? —

STUDY: Mark 16:1 through 16

GOLDEN TEXT: Mark 16:15 and 16 And he said to them, “Going into all the world, ptaim

the good news to the whole creation. The one velieues and is baptized will be saved; but the
one who does not believe will be condemned.

What does it mean?

“Proclaim the good news to the whole creatiovéis Jesus’ final instruction that Mark records.
Whether it came before or after the final commaasisecorded by Matthew (Matthew 28:20) or
Luke (Acts 1:8), it is consistent with their recerdMark’s point remains a sweeping instruction.
The whole creation needs to hear the “Good Newsiladt the Lord Jesus Christ accomplished by
dying for us and rising from the dead. The “Goaslvd” expresses his love for creation, and when
we communicate it by words and works, we show oue ffor his creation as well.
1. The first word of this command ig6ing” Does this assume an outward orientation for
service to Christ? Must we go into his world? kwe venture outside our space?
2. Can we disciple and teach only humans? Is the 8@¥®ws” also for the benefit of eagles,
deer, tomato plants, granite rocks and all theak%he whole creatioi?
3. Should ‘proclaim the good newsnclude our works as well as our words? Whairoesf
this proclamation? Since the “Good News” inclu@exl’'s love, must it be communicated
lovingly? Is the loving care of the creation a dsbart?
4. How do we express our belief in the “Good News”8eBit take works as well as words to
show that we really believe? What clues do yolk lfloo to know that others believe?

What are we going to do about ct?

5. Is this “Good News” creation-care responsibilitiated to creation’s longing for the full
revelation of who God’s true children are, as imfaas 8:19-22? Does proclaiming his
“Good News” help show that we are his children?ApHow our love for his creation?

6. Francis of Assisi preached to squirrels and bigdae@ll as to people. Is this what Jesus had
in mind? How should we bring “Good News” to anisahd plants?

7. How clearly do we proclaim the “Good News"? Does behavior toward creation show
that we believe the “Good News”? How could ourglenation be more compelling and
consistent?

Learwed Lesson: We show our love for creation by affirming andiagtthe “Good News,” the
very Gospel we will especially celebrate in thisoiming holy week.

Passion #etion. Can you walk to work, church or the store? Walk tveek and softly (or

silently) pray for the people, homes and businegsagass, while you save fuel, reduce CO2 use,
get needed exercise and help protect the envirohimeall. And enjoy the walk.

11
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Bible-Meditation #3:\Wild RlSkV Kln(]dom [penitence: justice]

What dees it say? —

STUDY: Psalm 22

GOLDEN TEXT: Psalm 22:1 and 16My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Whyare
so far from saving me, so far from the words ofgnoaning?... Dogs have surrounded me; a band
of evil men has encircled me, they have piercetiangs and my feet.

What does it mean?

Psalm 22 is a timely preparation for Good Fridaywmerely six weeks away. In the first 22

verses of this Psalm, there are perhaps nine (@hgtic references to Jesus Christ on the cross
(verses 1, 6, 7, 8, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18), andanis of the most vivid descriptions of his Passion.

This text is also exceptional for its numerous nerfees to animals. His enemies are compared with
a herd of strong bulls (verses 12), roaring lioresges 13 and 21), a pack of vicious dogs (verSes 1
and 20) and wild oxen (verse 21), Meanwhile tredmpsst refers to himself as a mere worm (verse
6)! If you have the opportunity, read verses lsi#te than once, and from different translations.

1. How did the psalmist have such a vivid pictureh& Lord Jesus Christ? Was this also an
honest description of the psalmists own lonelyesirify?

2. Why in verses 8 and 9 does the psalmist appeastown birth in God’s world and God’s
authority over his life from the beginning? In whaays could our birth in his world be part
of a covenant between the Creator and us?

3. What happens between verses 21 and 22?7 Why dgs#imist “change his tune”? What
happened to Jesus? Can we always be confidentitb@ty is coming?

4. Why does Psalm 22 end with ten verses of extraardipraise to God? When they heard
Jesus speak the first verse in his agony fromtbes¢ did anyone understand that Jesus’
own lips would speak God’s praise soon? Did ituw¢o them on Resurrection Sunday?

What are we going to do about ct?

5. Have you ever been attacked or misunderstood begausstood up for justice? Did you
doubt God's affirmation? If you work for creati@are, will some make it hard on you?
Why or why not?

6. Why did the Creator make a world with such stroaggers, including hungry lions’ jaws—
both literal and metaphorical? Can dangers makeetisr? Do shared risks strengthen
collaboration? Can hazards help us to hone higherities?

7. Can even the wickedness of some people be exploytélge Creator (and us) for greater
good and divine glory? How could the present depieand pollution of creation be
redeemed and utilized for justice?

Learned Lesson: Godly people can feel utterly forsaken by God gegly when human enemies
are vicious. After being honest to God, they dad in him the strength to overcome the danger.

Passéon Hetion. Car-pool for church, work, school and shopping—eesggly for this Preparation

time. Get to know your friends and neighbors eitel involve thengee: Preparariee—all While
you are saving fuel and reducing CO2 and otherexadust, for everyone’s benefit.

12
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Bible-Meditation #4:Chose Life...Life Himself [prayer: awareness]

What dees it say? —

STUDY: Deuteronomy 29 and 30, especially 30:11-20

*GOLDEN TEXT: Deuteronomy 30:19-20: Fhis day | call heaven and earth as witnesses afjain
you that | have set before you life and death,ditgs and curses. Now choose life, so that you and
your children may live, loving the LORD your Golewging him, and hold fast to him. For he is
your life, and he will give you many years in thed he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob.

What does it mean?

These are Moses’ last words in his very last sernfdter this he sings a song, gives some

advice, pronounces a blessing, and climbs up MboNe die. What would you say if you knew

it was your last opportunity to teach the peopkest Moses this moment is even more crucial,
because the Lord has also made this sermon eqthe Tien Commandments given on Mt.

Horeb—another name for Mt. Sinai. (See Deuteron@fg.) Moses defines for all the people

a whole worldview and lifestyle based upzdroosing life

1. Moses characterizes the life-choice lifestylélaging the LORD your God, obeying him,
and holding fast to him."What are some of the ways we love the Creator#& ¢towe
obey his commands? Do we really cling to him? Himes this three-part life-choice relate
to our care and treatment of the Lord’s Creation?

2. In what ways do some people choose death? Hassatiment of God’s Creation been
toward death or toward life? How do you know?

3. What are the curses Moses mentions in verse 198t M#ppens to the creation when we
choose death? What happens when we choose deggbKbgssly increasing the pollution
and depletion of creation? Do some of the cursib®w automatically, according to the
laws of the creation?

4. What are the blessings Moses mentions in verse\WWBat happens in God’s creation when
we choose life? What happens when we chooseolifthé people in poor environments?
What happens when we choose life for our own gyestdchildren through cleaning and
restoring God’s creation?

What arne we going to do about ct?

5. The choice of life has to show; it cannot exisdasivate attitude hidden in our hearts or
imaginations. How does this life-choice show imybfe?

6. Moses characterizes the life-choice lifestyle mmt® of loving him, obeying him and
clinging to him. Does having a positive relatioipsto God'’s creation aid this process? Is
there any other way that the life-choice is shovarerdramatically than in our treatment of
God’s creation?

7. Does the future of life on Planet Earth depend unctoices now? How do we choose life
today in a way that matters?

Learned Lesson: \We can choose life in prayer and in the practiche Creator’s presence—
especially because Jesus conquered death itself.

Passion ction. Read up on the environmental conditions that emdlasthma and cause cancer.

What are the main hazards in your community? \Whatyou and others in your church and
networks do?
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Bible-Meditation #5:ROCK Talk [self-denial: accountability]

What dees it say? —

STUDY: Luke 19:37 through 40

*GOLDEN TEXT: Luke 19:39 and 40 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus,
"Teacher, rebuke your disciples!" "I tell you,"sles replied, "if they keep quiet, the stones will
cry out."

What does it mean?

Jesus had already demonstrated his authority @tarali phenomena—healing various diseases,
raising the dead, walking on water and commandialgnt storms to stop raging. Now on the first
Palm Sunday, at the beginning of the most moment@ek in all history, many people were
singing Jesus’ praises as he entered Jerusaleng ad a donkey in an impromptu parade.
However, the religious leaders were not happydhah a large and expressive crowd of people
were so vocal in their praise of Jesus.

1. Is praising the Lord Jesus so utterly natural évain the good stones in the creation are
prepared to “cry out” in worship and adoration?wHo natural objects praise the Creator?
Does their created goodness help?

2. What would the stones sound like in their praistheoCreator? Do the regular beauty and
stability of stones already count as praise taGQreator? What else could we imagine from
stones and soil in their appreciation of the Cné&ato

3. Why were the people especially strong and spontangotheir praise as Jesus entered
Jerusalem this time—for his last few days beforaglyor our sins? What did they see in
Jesus? Why were the religious leaders so upsgtudgchental?

4. Could some of those parade participants be the paom@e who urged Pilot to crucify Jesus
the following Thursday? Why or why not? Are m@asily swayed? What is the role of
truth within such mass demonstrations? Do stohasge as easily as people?

What are we going to do about ct?

5. Have you ever felt an urge to worship the Creata public setting? In a park? Walking
down the street? At a restaurant? At work? Haltlokat urge to worship feel? How did
you express it? Was anyone ever offended at yonoere worship?

6. When we use leaded pencils to write prayers or csmpvorship songs—or use silicone
chips to design divine praise on a computer—ardethe and silicone rocks expressing
praise? Did Jesus have even more in mind? Dealagical findings that help reaffirm the
truths of the Bible count as the rocks crying aaige to the Lord of creation?

7. Is there anything in all the creation that conéVerexpress praise to the Lord? Any
people? Any animals? Any trees or plants? Amyatirocks? Are there any limits to the
creation’s proper appreciation of the Creator? Amyts to our praise? In what creative
ways can you praise our Creator this week?

Learned Lesson: Praise and rejoicing in the Creator is appropfiatdiumans as well as the rest of
God’s creation.

Passion etion. Start YOUGreen founnat, USING @ Notebook with recycled paper. Incluegdent (or
daily) reflections on responding to God’s gracehpps with photos, starting with this Preparation
pilgrimage. It is up to you whether to share ygué« foeureat with church, family or friends.
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Bible-Meditation #6:T he Creator’'s Poverty Program [almsgiving: love]

What dees it say? —

STUDY: Deuteronomy 15:1 through 11

GOLDEN TEXT: Deuteronomy 15:4 and 5There will, however, be no one in need among you,
because thedrD s sure to bless you in the land that tleRb your God is giving you as a
possession to occupy, if only you will obey tbethyour God by diligently observing this entire
commandment that | command you today.

What does it mean?

When in John 12:8, when he assertethu will always have the poor with ybdesus doubtless
upset some of his listeners—especially any of ¢higious leaders who knew about Deuteronomy
15. Jesus’ real point is that the poor will alwagswith udbecauseve are regularly disobedient
and do not follow the Lord’s commands. He incluttescommands in this passage to provide
financial assistance for the benefit of those iadre-assistance in the form of loans and resources,
without predatory interest. Later, on Maundy Tldans he said,love one another as | have loved
you” If we acted on such love, would there be poyert

1. Compassion for the poor has always been a prisitty God. How can we be the best
instruments of God’s blessings for those in ne&xli? better to give gifts or to help design
financing and economic policies that will help ppeople meet their needs?

2. Why does God make our care for the poor such aity?o What happens to the rest of a
society when the poor are destitute? If they ateable to buy basic goods and services, or
feeding their children properly, how are otherghat civilization affected?

3. In this passage, the key element in our compadeiahe poor is not the “charity” of
giving, but compassionate lending. Is compasse®ogdit better than an out-right gift?
What is the place for gifts? Did the Good Samar(tauke 10) give or lend? Why?

4. There is a reminder here of the need to “forgiveahe loans—and not to be stingy with
those whose loans will likely be forgiven. Undedrat circumstances should some lenders
today express such care for the borrower in tiegiding?

What are we going to do about it?

5. Have you experienced the Lord’s blessing in ydefli Do you have a responsibility to
share that blessing with others? Does helpinghfrave the environment you share with
others count as sharing his goodness? Are théier beys?

6. High-risk loans to needy people might take moreetthran giving a gift. Could you help a
church or mission agency to set up lending progPai@suld those loans carry conditions of
creation-care for the borrowers—for the good d? allo lenders have responsibilities to
guide borrowers? Has it ever been otherwise?

7. In a way of speaking, the Lord has lent the earthistfor a period of time. How can we
repay the loan “with interest”? How can we show giatitude? Does he have the right to
guide our use of “the principle™? Are we good tets&

Learwed Lesson: Many people are hurt when a society ignores thre’lsaommands, and their
hurt should be a wake-up call for the society tameto the Lord’s guidance.

Passion #etion. Instead of planning to give gifts to family orenids at Passion Week, convince

them to join you in donating to church or charityeast as much as the value of the gifts. That wa

you help people while you save the resources oikerspent for manufacture and transportation.
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Bible-Meditation #7:T he Resurrection and the LIFE [penitence: justice]

What does it say? —

STUDY: John 11:17-26 — the miracle of Lazarusuresction
*GOLDEN TEXT: John 11:25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and ife | Those who
believe in me, even though they die, will live... .”

What does it mean?

So much of world religion is world denying. Thesea universal awareness that something is
wrong, and most religions seek solutions to thélera by reducing desires, detaching self from the
physical world, disciplining the self more, beingma submissive to the religious authorities, and
such like. Not only is Jesus Christ the only ot®wonquered death, but Biblical teaching is
unique in valuing resurrection and life so very muc

1. The name of God, YHWH means “| AM” or “| BREATHE.When Jesus says he is “the
life,” is he helping to clarify that he is all Gaehd all human? Since he is “the life,” do we
have responsibility to protect life?

2. Jesus had a ministry of “life.” There is no recofdanything dying in his presence, and the
dead came back to life—spiritually and physicaljow can we try to sustain that
reputation?

3. Jesus claims to be “resurrection,” and he drawsatiention to his conquering death itself
that great Sunday morning right after he was cieif Did resurrection characterize the rest
of his ministry, too? Is this a model for us?

4. Jesus speaks these words right after a burialjusttefore raising that man from death.

Do death and disaster kill the resurrection andite@ Or does “the resurrection and the
life” give death and disaster a very hard timewH®the Creator’s presence shown?

What ane we going to do about ct?
5. Do we see Jesus’ presence in good life aroundhubgicreation? Why or why not? What
would it take? Why does life sometimes seem likegaof-war?
6. In what ways are your life and work pro-Jesus?ybwdefend life? Are you also pro-
hope? How? What is the effect? Do you feel thedgess of those choices?
7. Jesus says that even if we die, we will live iflvetieve in him. Do we believe? Do we
believe enough? How do we express our good gdatitu

Learned Lesson: Because Jesus himself personifies life itself al @ resurrection victory over
death, we sincerely serve him when we work to ptdife and restore creation.

Passion Hetion. Set up two boxes in a convenient place at home—famscrap paper, for paper
used on one side only; the other for double-useept be recycled.
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Bible-Meditation #8:T he L|V|nq One [prayer: awareness]

What does it say?

STUDY: Revelation 1:12-20

GOLDEN TEXT: Revelation 1:17 and 18When | saw him, | fell at his feet as though dé&ad.

he placed his right hand on me, saying, “Do noabaid; | am the first and the last, and the living
one. | was dead, and see, | am alive forever aed, @nd | have the keys of Death and of Hades.

What does it mean?

The most common portraits of Jesus are paintegssthan accurate ways. Jesus is often
represented as white-skinned, even though Bethléhantong way from Europe. Those paintings
represent him with thin fingers and spindly arms-erethough Jesus was cutting and hammering
boards six days a week for about twenty years,ouitlny power tools.

1. Have we ever seen a drawing or painting true ®\hrbal portrait of Jesus included in
Revelation 1?7 Could that painting capture the wipawer of Jesus as master of creation
and Lord of life and death?

2. What is more powerful—these words or a painting seeks to depict these words or a
movie seeking to enact this description? How dthoulr behavior represent him?

3. In the general objectives of the bookRévelationwhat purpose does this vivid picture of
Jesus provide? Does this portrait motive us toemvdsrant service to him?

4. Does this description of Jesus only partially depis greatness? Or is this text an
exaggeration of his strength and power?

What are we going to do about ct?

5. Does this greatness of God and vastness of hisamgand to motivate you to attempt
excellent work to honor Jesus and care for histicrga Does his greatness ever justify our
failures, so that he can cover for our mistakes?

6. John says that Jesus’ face is “like the sun shimradl its brilliance.” (1:16) Do you lack
energy in your desire to protect the earth’s emritent and energy resources? Does
meditating on this passage recharge your spiritatieries, renew your emotional and
physical energy resources?

7. Jesus reminds us that he was dead and is aliveefor&Vithout being trite, is he the best
model of renewable energy—both physically and smHy? If this pattern is set in Jesus,
should we not respect and reproduce redemptiverpatbf renewable energy wherever
possible? Is this work an important way to hoter itord Jesus?

Learned Lesson: Jesus is supremely great and good, the livingandg dynamo, the encourager
and example for creation-care.

Passion Hetion. Along with others at church, or among friends,@doriver or stream. Take

pictures before you put your gloves on to colleash in bags to carry off, and perhaps plant trees
or bushes—then take pictures again. Check onttbars at least every three months.
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Bible-Meditation #o.Drawn into the Divine Nature  [seit-denial: accountability]

What dees it say? —

STUDY: 2 Peter 1:1-7

*GOLDEN TEXT: 2 Peter 1:3 and 4 His divine power has given us everything we neetiféo

and godliness through our knowledge of him whaechils by and to his own glory and excellence.
Through these he has given us his very great aadiqus promises, so that through them you may
participate in the divine nature and escape the'aption in the world caused by lust

What does it mean?
The Creator has trulygiven to us all that we need for life and godlined&/e can have a fulfilling
life in a growing relationship with God. He relgti® us as very special stewards, for he invites us
even to “participate in the divine nature.” As he&y images, we represent him to all of creation.
As the Gospel is about the kingdom of God, it sbabout restoring our human place as the
Creator’s representatives for creation-care.
1. How do we use the resources he has created ami?gi@an we use them further to
empower physical and spiritual vitality in oursedwend others?
2. What purposes does the Creator have for us, smbas shared with us all these physical
and spiritual resources? Can we help fulfill thpaegposes?
3. How has distorted human desire (lust) damaged eptktbd the natural world and its
resources? What would the godly desire do? Howelget started?
4. Are some of “physical” resources also “spiritual’ael as the splendor of mountains,
valleys and oceans? Are some “spiritual” resouates “physical”—such as energy to care
for creation because wedrticipate in the divine natur@

What are we going to do about ct?

5. How does the Creator invite us to participate mdivine nature? How do we say “yes”?
Does being a good steward help? What should we depresent him?

6. Do you see his divine nature within yourself? Withour family and friends? How can we
recognize this divine nature it more? How can wmdnstrate his divine nature to others
and to Creation?

7. How can God’s “very great and precious promisespldice lust? Can th®uweion Aetions OF
Green Prepanation NElp Create a sustainable new life-style—good &ar, ypthers and the
creation? How else do wedrticipate in the divine natut@

Learned Lesson: The Creator empowers us to participate in hisn@iviature, undistracted by
lusts, harmful human desires that can lead us soisei ourselves and the environments around us..

Passion etion. Replace most burned-out light bulbs with complsescent bulbs. They create
just as much light with only 25% of the electrieiyand the bulbs last much longer.
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Bible-Meditation #10:T he Greatest Law [almsgiving: love]

What does it say’ —

STUDY: Luke 10:25-37

*GOLDEN TEXT: Luke 10:36 and 37 ¥ Then Jesus asked, "Which of these three do yoki thi
was a neighbor to the man who fell into the harfd®lbbers?" The lawyer replied, "The one who
had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and demiise."

What does it mean?

The lawyer asked, “Who is my neighbor?” to justifynself. He expected Jesus to fix some limits
on responsibility, limits he could live with. Jasl@answered” by asking his own question “Who is
the neighbor to the ones in need?” That is $tédl¢case today—when we know we need to be
“neighbor” to people, even on other continents netmse yet to be born.
1. Why is this story one of the two or three most vkelbwn of Jesus’ parables, even among
unbelievers?
2. When aiding the victim who had been robbed, pumdielad left for dead—did the
Samaritan risk anything? Did it cost him safeitye, money, whatever?
3. We are humored by the lawyer trying to “justify Isietf” to Jesus, by setting limits to the
Greatest Command. Do we ever do that? Does iitvewek?
4. Why did Jesus use questions so much? Were thestig#? Do his questions help uncover
the truth that is right in front of us? How do hQisestions work so well?

What are we going to do about ct?

5. What if the victim was “robbed and left for dead/ jpeople behaving badly than 1,000
miles awaypecause they were careless with cregtmausing cancer or asthma, expanding
the desert, and such like? Also, would people idiped those victims still be Good
Samaritans, even if they cared for those peoplecegmtion at a distance?

6. The first trait that distinguished the Good Sanaarirom the priest and Levite is that the
Good Samaritan saw with compassion. Can we justsghto start seeing with compassion
the victims of ecological injustice? What doetake?

7. What effect do you suppose this successful resadeoh the Good Samaritan himself?
What will be the effect upon you when your creattame helps save people’s lives and
health from some ecological crisis? Will you fded Creator’s approval? How will you
know?

Learned Lesson: Jesus teaches us to apply the greatest commamalving compassion and
helping people in need, near and far, however thelf know us—as he himself does.

Passion Hetion. \isit at least three nearby food stores and asiravthey buy their fresh
vegetables and fruits. All other things being égo@nsider giving your business especially to the
ones who buy closest. This encourages local farnsares transportation stresses on the
environment, reduces pollution, saves fagelgd may very well provide you with fresher food
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Bible-Meditation #11Affirmation: True and False [penitence: justice]

What does it say?

STUDY: Genesis 5:1-3 and 28-31

GOLDEN TEXT: Genesis 5:1, 2, 28 and 29his is the list of the descendents of Adam. When
God created humans, he made them in the likenegSedf Male and female he created them, and
he blessed them and named them “humans” when they eveated... When Lamech had lived one
hundred eighty-two years, he became the fathersoina he named him Noah, saying, “Out of the
ground that the @rD has cursed this one shall bring us relief from aark and from the toil of

our hands.”

What does it mean?

Genesis begins with the magnificent creation st@wd builds goodness in at every stage, with
humans designated as the Creator’s stewards efttle.. Then we read the story of their
disobedience and the tragic murder of one of tams by another. In this passage we read a
summary of part of Adam and Eve’s family tree, tis@in Seth and his descendants. Cain and his
family are ignored. At the beginning of this chaptve are reminded that God made man and
woman as his images. Then most of the text of &erterecords the multiplication of God’s
images—for better or for worse.

1. Is one of the greatest miracles of all time andnétiethe creation of men and women as
God’s images? What are aspects of the Creatoegenm women? In men?

2. As God's images made from the dust of the grourelwee humans living alloys of heaven
and earth. Can it feel as if we are 100% angell®@96 animal at the same time? Are we
truly part of the earth? Do we also have God'$auty in stewardship?

3. In Genesis 5:2, we are reminded that God blesgdr(ed) the first humans. Have you felt
the Creator’s blessing, his affirmation? Have ptessed others in his name? Does he like
us to affirm the created goodness in other humans?

4. Down the family tree, in Genesis 5:29, Lamech aféid something special in his son Noah
and claimed he would help make life easier for pmee. What was Lamech thinking?
What was the basis for his prediction? How wroag oaive optimism be?

What are we going to do about it?

5. Does blessing other people, affirming the goodi@ss has created in them, help them to
focus on those good aspects? Does it strengtleem tthh overcome any curses? To
overcome temptations? To in turn bless others?elpaople blessed you? If so, how?

6. What is the danger of false positive predictions-ewknvironmental catastrophes may be,
in fact, the safer prediction? In what ways waollddicting disaster and preparing for it
have been more positive for Lamech?

7. Lamech died before the great flood, but for thé 14% years of his life, he saw his son
Noah prepare the rescue Ark, apparently nevendjfi hand to help prepare people for the
predicted ecological disaster. What kind of pernsoguick with rosy predictions but will
not help people prepare for known looming disastisrthat a problem today?

Learned Lesson: Wishful predictions must be replaced by accuraidance in the face of danger.

Passion etion. Sign up to cancel all your junk mailyw.dmachoice.organd save about 1%

trees per year, on average. Those trees you psilecontinue to reduce CO2 for everyone.
2C
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Bible-Meditation #12ENcountering the Creator [prayer: awareness]

What does it say? —

STUDY: Job 42:1-9
*GOLDEN TEXT: Job 42:5 =| had heard about you by the hearing of my eaxd, tow my eyes
see you; therefore | despise myself and repentast @hd ashes.”

What does it mean?

It seems that God is about to give his third speechsponse to Job’s questions and complaints.
However, Job interrupts saying that he is now lfelibecause he has seen the Lord. This personal
experience of the Creator was far more fulfillihgn just hearing great things about God, as he had
in before this moment. Why does hie$pise himsélhow? What he is saying is that he retracts
his complaints and anger, and he reperdsatent with the encounteNothing compares with
personally experiencing the Creator’s living presenFor background: the Biblical concept of God
is the highest, because God is the sovereign Gret&dl. The Biblical concept of God is nearest,
for God is in Jesus Christ, in us and in his coeati
1. Hearing can be indirect, around corners, and ang tlistance. In what ways do you think
that Job heard about Go®®? Did this hearing relate to God’s presence gation? Did it
help him to do the right?
2. Now Job’s ®tyes see God.'Seeing always involves a direct line of visiond avhat we see
is generally relatively close—unless it is hugeowHdid Job see God? Do you think that the
Lord showed himself to Job within his creation?
3. Is the Lord comfortable communicating through hisation? Does seeing or hearing from
God require ecstasy or an escape from reality?s Ddelp that we are his images?
4. Job repents, even though the broader text saysé¢hais righteous, even here in verse 8.
Why does he repent? What was the result of hisntgmce? Was he able now regularly to
see God’s sovereign presence in his creation?

What are we going to do about ct?

5. Have you God? What was the encounter like—or wiratld it have been like? In simple
terms, what does it take to see God’s presendeidaily life?

6. Why did it no longer matter to Job to have all dustions answered once he had met the
Creator? What was the real desire of his heart?

7. While science and technology seek understandirgeattion, how important is it for any of
us to encounter the Creator? What is especidiijfling for us—more technological toys or
the living experience of the Divine presence?

Learned Lesson: What the Creator wants is personal relationshipsudual trust—far better than
having around him people who profess merely sed¢@amtt ideas and beliefs.

Passion #etion. Now, two weeks after “Fat Tuesday,” hoS:aw Pregaration party. Serve healthy
fruits and vegetables, encourage others to jolinystil in YOUr Greex Prepararien pilgrimage, design
some plans and posters for joint Passion Actiamd paay together for understanding and courage.
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Bible-Meditation #131mMprove and Protect [self-denial: accountability]

What dees it say? —
STUDY: Genesis 2:7-15

GOLDEN TEXT: Genesis 2:18 The LORD God took the man and put him in the @ardf Eden
to till it and keep it.

What does it mean?

Since resource depletion and pollution of the ear¢hincreasingly important issues, the
incomparable wisdom of the Creator is increasimgtye evident. Whether in that splendid original
garden with our first ancestors or anywhere elseasth, these two simple standards of earthly
behavior—till the Garden and keep;itliterally “improve and protect it"—remain the stlute
bedrock of our responsibilities to the Creator iagdersonal care-takers of his creation. This
responsibility was given to the first man even befie first woman was brought in as his essential
partner!
1. What was involved in improving and protecting thar@&n? Why was not original bliss
defined with no responsibility? How deep is owspensibility?
2. Why did they have to till or improve the Garden‘ha¥multiple benefits came from
tilling it—physical exertion, working together, ntiplying its beauty, increasing its
fruit? Were there any bad effects or responsyllit
3. From what did they need to protect the Garden?eWezy alert to “keeping” it safe
against threatening physical and spiritual polltgan
4. Why is improving and protecting the Garden the ntaimmand when there was no
evident threat until Genesis 3? Is it essentialuobeing the Creator’s image (Genesis
1:26 and 27)? And also his stewards (Genesisdnd&28)?

What are we going to do about it?

5. Why do gardens continue to play a central roleunlives? Do we eat anything that
does not come from God’s great Garden? Does “ingoamd protect it” still apply to
our relationship with the earth?

6. Was there work before sin entered the picturefzdgonsible work natural? What
should we do about those who pollute and depleteénth?

7. Does his work for us on the original Passion Weelp hestore the meaning of human
work? Could we come to love Mondays? Tuesdays?

Learned Lesson: Even from the very beginning, the DNA of humarpassibilities to the Creator

included protecting and improving the environmeni-eanphatic point repeated three times in the
first two chapters of the Bible.

Passion #etion. Depending on where you live, plan ahead or actisédirt planting a garden in

your yard, or in planters, or in pots. Could ydanp some trees in your yard, or near the road) or
a nearby park? Is permission needed? Trees @ag gartners for our reducing CO2 in the
atmosphere, at the rate of more than 80 poundarafgea mature pine trepinus radiate
(www.botany.orgy .
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Bible-Meditation #14:T he Carinq Cltv [almsgiving: love]

What does it say?

STUDY: Isaiah 58:1-14

GOLDEN TEXT: Isaiah 58:10 and H.If you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungrg satisfy
the needs of the oppressed, then your light vé# m the darkness, and your night will become like
the noonday. The LORD will guide you always; hHésatisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land

and will strengthen your frame. You will be likevall-watered garden, like a spring whose waters
never fail.

What does it mean?

God'’s biting sarcasm at the beginning of this chaptay be hard to take, but what follows is a
powerful description of the true 24/7 worship amdree service that will transform a society. The
key elements of such transformations are loosiegtnds of injustice, sharing food with the
hungry and satisfying the needs of the afflicted appressed. It seems that God’s approval can
return us partly to the basic natural beauty ardagice of his original creation.

1. Why is the initial vibrant creation such a contimgiistandard? Is having urban societies
“like a watered gardens” what we really desire™ @a use this image as a goal? What
does it take to achieve it? Is Isaiah relevanay@d

2. How much of our own “worship” activity falls und&od’s critical sarcasm of Isaiah 58:1-
5? Does thissincere worshigontribute to carelessness for his creation, tiia®e truly
love the Creator, would we love fellow creaturesenthat we do?

3. What is it about social injustice and insensititiythe needs of the poor that gets in the way
of vibrant worship? Why is sincere love for othersieed essential to sustain our love of
the Creator? And our care for his creation?

4. Why are protections for the poor and social jusscémportant? To whom do they really
matter? Should these concerns guide our long4danming? And guide our immediate
decisions? Guide individuals? Organizations? Canities? All three?

What are we going to do about it?

5. What defines good worship for you? Is it what $egbod when you meet in church? What
happens when the music and preaching are over@andrg on your own?

6. Does your worship of God translate into honoring Bi4/7? Does it show in your care for
his creation? Does it show in your love for albpke, his images, regardless of their social
status? In your life, what is the point of worshipyway?

7. In the future, when environmental resources becewea@ more scarce and precious, will the
issues of social justice and care for the poor lmeceven more important or less important?
Why do you think so? What are you prepared to do?

Learwed Lesson: The most godly expressions of worship inclusipending yourselves in behalf of
the hungry and satisfying the needs of the oppdesse

Passion etion. Are there dangerous and/or smelly chemical plbeiisg built in poorer

neighborhoods in your region? Are smoke-stacks rgéigeip-wind from people already
disadvantaged? Do not the poor have the same faeuisre air and water as others? Speak up
and help shape people’s consciousness.
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Bible-Meditation #15\\W O rthv Creator [penitence: justice]

What does it say?

STUDY: Revelation 4:6-11

GOLDEN TEXT: Revelation 4:11 =Y'ou are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glang
honor and power, for you created all things, arydybur will they existed and were created.”

What does it mean?

In the first glimpse of the throne room of heaw@whn records this song of worship sung by all the
24 elders in heaven, as they fall before the Oatedeon the throne. All the while the elders are
also dramatically laying their crowns before thette, expressing their total homage. Only two
qualifications for such complete devotion are citétl) the One on the throne created all thingd, an
(2) by his will they existed. The Creation mattinseternity. Even in heaven, there is no atetud
of trashing the temporal world. Instead, the Qredeserves eternal glory, honor and power.

1. An eternally defining trait of the Lord is that lsethe Creator. Should we live even one day
without being conscious that he created everythibges it always matter how we care for
his world, the Creation?

2. The intense goodness of the Creation is the sa@mfiobvious assumption held by all the 24
elders of heaven. Does our behavior assume suingss of the Creation, too? How do
we respect and protect that Divine goodness oivitréd around us?

3. Why are“glory and honor and powermentioned here? Why is this triple tribute so
strongly expressed? What does each tribute hagte tath the Creator’s role? Should we
sing and behave in such praise of the Creator?

4. If “our Lord and God”created all things, then what does the devil @w&s he only distort,
dilute and destroy what the Creator makes? Whercgasider the people who primarily
pollute and deplete the Creation, whose side aedh?

What are we going to do about ct?

5. Do you think that the Creator is already worthydoeive“glory and honor and power?

How should that truth be expressed in your behaaar belief? Do other people know your
high praise of the Creator? Why or why not?

6. Because he created everything, does that make bithyvwof such eterndblory and honor
and power? Should the Lord’s own elevation also elevatevtbek of his Creation itself—
at least within our perception and behavior? Hoesthis happen?

7. The wisdom of the heavenly elders is evident. Hawwe on earth become wiser to the
Creator and his work? What are some of the sowfceae wisdom for those of us on
earth? How well are you using those sources?

Learned Lesson: The goodness and greatness of the Lord is shopeciadly in his creation and
redemption of us and the rest of the world.

Passion #etion. Share the goodness and greatness of the Creaiiovitiyg a neighbor or friend
to share a meal together with you at your home—rgpwn cooking costs and talking together about
making your neighborhood cleaner and friendlierdibiGod’s creation—especially for people!
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Bible-Meditation #16EENVironmental Deafness [prayer: awareness]

What does it say?

STUDY: Exodus 20:1-21

GOLDEN TEXT: Exodus 20:18 and 19%hen all the people witnessed the thunder andrliggt
the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smokirey, were afraid and trembled and stood at a
distance, and said to Moses, “You speak to usyvenaill listen; but do not let God speak to us, or
we will die.”

What does it mean?

Most of the people miss one of the most monumentathents of all history. The Lord speaks the
Ten Commandments from the same mountain whererheresgpoke to Moses from the
unconsumed “burning” bush—only now the “speciakef$” in nature are much greater so that
perhaps a million people can see and hear. THagitasseems that the people completely missed
the Lord speaking the Commandments, and now omyasal heardthe thunder and lightning, the
sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smokintie creation capturing some of the awe of the
Lord’s speaking to the people. They even ask Musé&sot let God speak to LisFor most of the
people, this moment of great revelation is reducedere fascination with the stunning phenomena
of physical creation itself responding to the Co€atspecial presence.

1. Why does the text not mention at all that the pedar God’s voice? Could this be a
simple mistake on the part of Moses, the authdaidus? Why does he list everything
else but fail to mention the voice of the Lord Gadda&ve the people so denatured nature
that they were unable to experience supernatunetlegion?

2. Why do the people ask Moses to tell God basicallshiut up (verse 19)? Do they perhaps
hear a voice but choose not to listen to what el is saying? Do they really think that
they have nothing to learn from the Lord who hbsrated them from slavery in Egypt?
Have you ever experienced such intentional deafinegsurself? In others?

3. Could the people be so overwhelmed by the “spetiatts” that they choose not to hear the
Lord’s voice? Do they ever even regret missinglibiel’s personal guidance? Can we, too,
be so focused the environment that we miss theaga&lthe Creator gives us?

4. Moses' response is paradoxicBb not be afraid, but have the fear of Ga@Exodus 20:20)
How would they have been better off dealing wittunals living God, not just with his
powerful natural phenomena? How would we be beft@

What are we going to do about it?

5. Are we like the people at the base of Mount SindiBuld we prefer salvation without the
living Savior, without the One who has wise direns for our lives?

6. What are your experiences in “natural disastefd’@re you drawn closer to God? Ask at
least two other people about the spiritual effe¢tscological crises on them.

7. In observing the threatening ecological phenomémantime, are these only fearful
displays of natural power? Is there also a mesgagethe Creator? Are there also
messages from the Bible that become more urgahtifooming environmental crises?

Learned Lesson: The Lord’s saving presence is personal, and h@teasous words for us to hear.

Passion etion. Are you listening for the Lord’s directions anccenragement? Review your
reflections in yougee« feureat (See Meditation #5) and catch up over the weekiénecessary.
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Bible-Meditation #17Garden Encounter [self-denial: accountability]

What dees it say? —

STUDY: John 20:10-18

GOLDEN TEXT: John 20:15 3Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weepingdriVare you
looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardeneg shid to him, “Sir, if you have carried him
away, tell me where you have laid him, and | veilkeg him away.”

What does it mean?

Jesus met Mary Magdalene in the garden just outs&laow empty tomb, the tomb he had very
recently occupied. Full of grief and devotedlykow for the body of Jesus so she could provide
the proper honor for the dead, she mistakes Jestisef gardener. All Jesus needs to do is say her
name, and her eyes open to the reality of Jessstnextion. Jesus then commissions her to spread
the good news of his victory over death to the Alessand to others.

1. Why do such great things happen in gardens? Wiliahbout being surrounded by God’s
creation that brings the best to life? What alde@sus made Mary think “gardener”? Could
you imagine the same encounter in a home or a éssh

2. Does Jesus have a sense of humor here? Doesdadook like a gardener? Did he
know why Mary was weeping and for whom she wasithgdooking? Do questions help
start off the best conversations? Did Jesus usstigms often?

3. How big and strong was Mary Magdalene? With henlioation of passionate grief and
anxious adrenalin, was she a force of nature? dlihary think she could just pick up
Jesus’ body and carry him away? What kind ofiatgtdid Mary have? Did she ever think
of excuses for not doing what was right?

4. Why did the Lord pick Mary Magdalene for this extrdinary honor—the first to see him
risen, the first to give the Gospel to the Apo&tle&/hat traits qualified her? Fearlessness?
Total commitment? No excuses? Gutsiness? Coenpidief? After all, even days later,
after several encounters, some of the Apostlddstilbted.

What are we going to do about it?

5. Back to the garden, what are we looking for—a cewsthe living Lord Jesus Christ? Are
we ready to serve him and bring life back bothreation and to Church?

6. Is it possible to be so focused on death and ds&iruaround us—including creation’s
depletion and pollution—that we could miss the Lshowing us the way of resurrection?
Could Mary have become so sad in her loss thatshiel have not heard the risen Lord
calling her name?

7. Would you like to be in Mary’s shoes, meeting tleed_and bringing a message of hope and
resurrection to others? What traits did Mary hénag you could cultivate?

Learwed Lesson: The resurrected Jesus is present to greet usnadissand he does not look at all
like a corpse.

Passion Hetion. When shopping, take reusable cloth bags with gelgbrating the renewable life

of the Creator and his universe. Buy—or help desigeusable bags with words or symbols that

communicate a message of the greatest hope andakmeade possible by Jesus’ resurrection.
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Bible-Meditation #18:T he Roval Law [almsgiving: love]

What does it say?

STUDY: James 2:1-9

GOLDEN TEXT: James 2:8 and 9¥ou do well if you really fulfill the royal law agaling to the
scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as youtseBut if you show partiality, you commit sin
and are convicted by the law as transgressors.

What does it mean?

James has a passion for right relationships betweeple, and he also insists that our behavior
expresses the faith commitment that we have m¥de are not only to love our neighbors; we are
to be impartial about it. Perhaps he was awarepthaple’s behavior in one place can impact other
peoples’ lives even at a long distance. He cdytéamew that the highest principle for our behavior
is love of other people.
1. Why does James call this the “royal law”? What ldoou call it? Is it the highest of all
principles? Does it come from the King of kings?
2. How do we know that we have fulfilled this royaifad What is the measure? Why would
decisions that prefer ourselves over others beooisiy wrong?
3. Why is partiality so tempting? How often are onvieonmental decisions biased toward
ourselves? Why is this partiality so wrong?
4. s it partiality to care for the next-door neighlaord ignore the needs of the neighbor on
another continent? How far does this Royal Laveh@a

What are we going to do about ct?
5. How can we prepare ourselves to be truly impartidt®v can we know enough of people’s
needs?
6. Is one method of impartiality to improve the creaf Does everyone live in it and
breathes its air? Does everyone benefit from gmored environment?
7. Who are your models of impartiality—in the Bibledaglsewhere? Did they care for God’s
creation as a way of benefiting everyone else? tAathselves?

Learned Lesson: A great repeated theme of the Bible is five sinwpteds, the royal law of the
family of the King of kings: “Love your neighbor geurself.”

Passion Hetion. Connect more strongly with neighbors and frien@dping each other in little
ways to lend and borrow books, DVDs, toys, CDsisWill help reduce resource depletion and
reduce harmful transportation impacts—while yow asengthen neighborhood networking, learn
about others’ needs where you can help, and growighborly relationships of love and care.
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Bible-Meditation #19Great Lord—Great Wine [penitence: justice]

What does it say?

STUDY: John 2:1-11

*GOLDEN TEXT: John 2:10 Everyone serves the good wine first, and thenrtfegior wine after
the guests have become drunk. But you have kegotid wine until now.”

What does it mean?

Generally the Creator’s miracles are extreme vanatof every-day processes—elevating their
greatness. Here is a case in point: Every dagZtkeator transforms water into wine—in the
millions of grapevines all over the world. He atseated and conducts the natural fermenting
processes. These every-day miracles continuesigglendid creation he designed and created. We
have some scientific understanding, but we carepicate what he makes. Moreover, the Creator
further demonstrates his authority over creationeHais care for the young wedding couple and
guests, too—by speeding tivater-to-wineprocess within six large stone jars, holding 3lloga
each. That is a lot of wine to process in a stioe! Not for the Creator.

1. Which is the grander miracle, changing 180 galleingater into wine at that wedding feast,
or the every-day miracle of changing millions ofigas of water into wine? By which
miracle should we be more in awe?

2. This miracle was therst of Jesus’ signs... and it revealed his glorgrse 11 says. What
did the ‘sign” say to the people? What does it say to you?

3. Do you experience grape juice and wine differentdyw because you know Jesus authority
over water and wine? How do you thank God forloader of every-day miracles? Does
that include protecting the plants, atmosphere,sath like?

4. What started this splendid story is Jesus’ mothging, “Do whatever he tells you(verse
5) Is that good advice now, too? How would weedar the every-day miracles of creation
if we took Mary’'s wise advice now?

What are we going to do about it?

5. If we are careless with the creation, are we rigklamaging the Creatonsiracle tools the
“golden geese” by whatever name—the grapevinesfeaguull of naturally filtered water;
forests full of trees that transform carbon dioxitk® precious oxygen, oceans producing
huge harvests of healthy food, or gardens flowéexquisite beauty and vegetables and
fruits of essential nourishment? Who protectsdlmestruments of miracf® If not us, who?
If not now, when?

6. Do the extraordinary miracles grab our attentidi do the equally marvelous, daily
miracles sustain us? Are we showing care and ajgpien for this day-by-day miracle
support that literally keeps us alive?

7. How is the blood Jesus shed for us, for the remssf sins, on that first Good Friday, also
the New Wine of the new covenant that restore® tise Creator (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark
14:22-24; Luke 22:17-20)? Does his extraordinagtd for us produce the best miracle
wine ever? How do we share it?

Learned Lesson: Jesus is the Master of the wine of marriage aadvihe of the New Covenant

Passion Hetion. N Most communities the tap water is good, andoeafurther improved with
affordable in-home filtering. You can stop usirlggtic-bottles for (1) convenience, (2) reduced
use of plastics, and reduced transportation impfaittel use and road congestion.
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Bible-Meditation #20A Mldqet Bush with a Giant VOiC@)rayer: awareness]

What does it say?

STUDY: Exodus 3:1-12

*GOLDEN TEXT: Exodus 3:5 Then he [the Lord] said, “Come no closer! Remdwegandals
from your feet, for the place on which you are dtag is holy ground.”

What does it mean?

The poet Elizabeth Barrett Browning famously cladm#&Every bush is aflame with fire. Only
those who see take off their shoes. The rest@itra and pick blackberries.” The berries are
great, and the Creator is present in all his aseatind in every one of his creations in particular
After forty years out in the wilderness, havingagsed prosecution for killing someone, Moses
experiences a vibradivine presencen one of God'’s creation, a little bush. Becaofsthis
encounter, nature is no longelehatured to him, and Moses is also no longer alienatedhftbe
Lord, the Creator. It all comes together at ottkelbush.

1. Isit possible that the Lord tried to speak to Mo#&ough bushes or other created things on
earlier occasions? If so, why did Moses not ndbefre?

2. What might have helped especially prepare Moses¢oGod’s power and presence—and to
hear his voice—this time? What might have seresitivloses? Is it noteworthy that two of
the greatest leaders of all time—Moses and Davidenspears of their lives tending a few
sheep—surrounded only by the creation?

3. How hungry was Moses for the Lord? Are we moreliiko meet the Creator in his
creation if we cultivate the awareness of our Goapgd vacuum?

4. What makes the ground holy? Is there any grouatidbes not have God present? Can we
do anything to prepare to feel, see or hear hineset

What ane we going to do about ct?

5. Have you heard God’s voice? Have you seen evidehics presence? What have you
done to make those experiences more likely?

6. Where is holy ground now? Can the Creator revieaséif even through polluted and
depleted nature? Should we protect his creatimstyuments of communication? Even
little bushes?

7. How does the Creator presence impact how we stuaufor creation? Can we celebrate
Palm Sunday without caring about palms? And otheatures that God can use to reveal
his presence and power?

Learned Lesson: The Creator speaks to us people in many ways ghrbis creation, including his
life-changing voices—whether silent, soft or loudesh obscure places.

Passion etion. Take at least an hour to sit in a quite part péek or in your church sanctuary or

at home. Whether from the grass, bushes or tree$rera the windows, chairs or tables—quietly
recognize and affirm the Creator’s presence anehlisarefully for his guidance.
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Bible-Meditation #21Destroying the Earth-Destroyerseir-deniai: accountability]

What does it say? —

STUDY: Revelation 11:14-19
GOLDEN TEXT: Revelation 11:18 ¥he nations raged, but your wrath has come, andithe for

judging the dead, for rewarding your servants, pn@phets and saints and all who fear your
name, both small and great, and for destroying ¢hebo destroy the earth.

What does it mean?

The Bible teaches that the Creator is patient &owd ® get angry. Through his gift of salvation in
Christ’'s work in Passion Week, he seeks to bringpfeeto himself and to restore the original
relationships of stewardship, knowledge and trdste Bible never hides the fact that the Lord has
a place for penalties—especially when people parsserious damage to other people, or to his
creation in which we all live. If people “destrthe earth,” the damage impacts all other people—
causing unjust and untimely disease and deaths Stbry is a prophetic vision of the end of flawed
human rule of the earth and the beginning of tiledas of the Kingdom of God.

1.

2.

What are the standards of the Lord’s judgmentismghuation? What do people who
destroy God’s earth deserve? Does this judgmemh sereasonable? Why or why not?

Is there any suggestion in this text that people wdll themselves “Christians” will be
judged more lightly, even if they destroyed thel&arls it possible for people who are truly
transformed by the Holy Spirit to be careless i world that the same Spirit nurtured
from the beginning (Genesis 2:2)? Who are thettnaeChristians?

Shouldfaith in the Creator includfaithfulnesgo the Creator and to his principles for caring
for his earth? Is it possible to trust the Sawiod not trust his instructions to care for his
creation?

In Revelation 11:19 the great ark of the covenamévealed in the temple in heaven. What
is the point? Does it still represent the powepitdsence of the Lord? Why is there such an
environmental response—with “flashes of lightningnblings, peals of thunder, an
earthquake, and heavy hail”? Does nature havaka & God’s rule?

What are we going to do about it?

5.

We are more and more aware of the way wrong psliarel actions in one country can
undermine the health and safety of the environmeintise whole earth. When people
continue to behave in ways that endanger the emviemt for themselves or others, what do
you call that? Should they be held accountablehiferconsequences? In what ways?
Scientific predictions are never 100% certain. Hmatain should ecological disaster
become before people are held accountable for dagigerous behavior? Is 90% enough?
Is 80% enough? Is 70% certainty of disaster endoighs to change our behavior? What is
your minimum? How certain is the Creator’s judgtfen

. Is it possible to teach both God'’s grace for foegiess of sin—and at the same time full

accountability to him for behavior that endangassdneation? Do these contradict each
other? Why or why not?

Learwed Lesson: The Living God is fair, and he says he will destitoyse who destroy his world.

Passion etion. Write a paragraph on the Creator’s abundant loveuds and our personal

accountability to him, and then share your thoughith someone else.
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Bible-Meditation #22:T he Eves of Christ [almsgiving: love]

What does it say’ —

STUDY: 2 Corinthians 5:14-21

GOLDEN TEXT: 2 Corinthians 5:16 and 17Se from now on we see no one according to the
flesh. Though we once regarded Christ in this way/do so no longer. Therefore, whoever is in
Christ—A new creation! The old has gone. Loolée filbw has comdliteral translation]

What does it mean?

The love of Christ transforms everything (5:14§linding how we see him and his creation—
including how we see other people. For every pevglao is in Christ, all creation is new (5:17)
because it looks new. Paul exudes a holy expletivaew creation!” Nothing looks the same,
even Christ himself is seen in a totally new w&yhat is the reason? If we are now truiy “
Christ” we see other people through his eyes. In faceeeall his creation through his eyes as
well.
1. Is the world of a Christian really different frotmet world of the unbeliever? Does it show in
what people do or say?
2. Is the “new creation” we can perceive when we ar€hrist closer to the objective reality?
Is it closer to God’s own perception of reality?hy\bor why not?
3. Are there people who still regard Christ merelyarding to the flesh? What limits and
constrains their vision?
4. What can hinder our vision or experience of Godéation and our responsibilities for it?
Is “What would Jesus do?” a great question? IsdWinould Jesus see?” an even more
basic starting point?

What ane we going to do about ct?

5. Do you see God’s creation different than non-belis? In way ways? How clearly does
this show in your actions?

6. There are methodological constraints in the scet@examine only natural phenomena, so
that believers and non-believers can study naplr@homena the same way. However,
before getting into the laboratory, and in our paes relationships there, and then the rest of
the day after the lab work is done—can believirigrdests see God’s hand and take divine
responsibility for their work?

7. How can we be more intentional—and more successfuketually seeing his world
through the Lord Jesus Christ’s eyes? Would medgan the Bible more help? Which
passages of Scripture? Would prayer help? How?

Learwed Lesson: Accountable spiritual sight-perception is avaiéafur those who are “in Christ.”

Passion Hetion. At home, write down the present numbers on youewa&lectrical and natural-

gas meters. Record the numbers at about the sayrend time each week, at least for the
remainder of Preparation, and mark them on a thattcan show change. For the next three
weeks, try to create a steady reduction in youraigach of these natural resources. Others in you
household can assist. If you need help readingnéeter, your utility company may guide you.
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Bible-Meditation #23Creator’'s Reputation [penitence: justice]

What does it say’ —

STUDY: Romans 1:18-23

GOLDEN TEXT: Romans 1:21 ¥hough they knew God, they did not honor him as @aive
thanks to him, but they became futile in their king, and their senseless minds were darkened.

What does it mean?

The creation is good, and it draws our attentiothéoCreator. Two responses are essential, and
without them our lives can become detached, datasiand degraded, as the Apostle Paul argues in
the last half of the opening chapter of Romarisst, we are to honor God, respecting him and
lifting up his reputation among the other peopleum contacts. This is the needed horizontal
response to the reality of the beneficent Creatdrkas creation. Older translations use the word
“glorify,” which means to enhance his reputationhonor him. Secongdwe must give thanks to the
Creator for all he gives in and through his greatks. This is the needed vertical response to our
great and good Creator and his creation.

1. Which is more important, honoring God or giving Himanks? Or are they equally
important? Thoughtfully explain.

2. Why is honoring God so important? How much oftihee should we honor him? What
difference does his reputation make?

3. Why is thanking the Creator so important? How meofcbur time should we thank him?
What difference does divine gratitude make?

4. Why do lives that do not honor God, or thank hiecdime detached, delusional and
degraded? If we honor the Creator in the inteaficare and protection for his creation, are
we less apt to become detached, delusional anadied? If we thank God for his creation,
are we less apt to pollute and deplete it?

What are we going to do about ct?

5. What is most lacking in our time—honoring God origg him thanks? Why is this
happening? What can you do about it?

6. Which is the more powerful way of recognizing tleodness of God’s creation—honoring
the Creator or giving him thanks? Or are they Eyu&hy?

7. How have you honored God in the midst of other pedp the last 72 hours? How could
you honor him more? How could you honor him bétt&hen is the last time you really
thanked our Creator?

Learnned Lesson: The two most vibrant modes in our relationshighwite Creator are (1)

vertically to thank him personally, and (2) horitalty to glorify him by enhancing his reputation
among all other people.

Passion Hetion. Sometime today write a brief paragraph that mestibree people or

organizations in your community that have honohel@reator by doing measurable good for our
shared environment—whether they are volunteersiol, ghether they are religious or not. Send
that paragraph to your pastor (for the church nettes)) and to the local newspaper—and see if
both will publish it. And thank the Creator for attthese, his exemplary creations, are doing.
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Bible-Meditation #24Power Word [prayer: awareness]

What does it say?

STUDY: Hebrews 1:1-9

GOLDEN TEXT: Hebrews 1:3: #le is the reflection of God's glory and the exagpiint of God's
very being, and he sustains all things by his p&w&¥ord. When he had made purification for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesthigh.

What does it mean?

In Preparation we remember whose Passion we cételtine one whosustains all things. In
physics, the search foruaified field theoryof all physical forces has not yet produced thsirdd
results, and scientists may or may not succedusrsignificant effort. However, we already have
a unifying explanation on a much deeper level s@ance. We have thetified person theory

of Scripture. That person is the Lord Jesus Chaisb causes all the phenomena to function.
Because he is always present in all phenomenawbehavior and attitudes matter. God cares
how we express our service and worship. As wegreeip celebrate Jesus’ death and resurrection
for us, remember how Jesus is the “exact imprifGod’s very being.”

1. In your understanding, is Jesus as essential &Bilbe presents him? How significant is
Jesus? How much does he matter to you?

2. The author also says Jesus is “sustaining all $hiryoghis powerful word.” Is this a word
that is spoken—as in “Let there be light!""—or isithought or effective communication in
some other way? Does Jesus still have this pavaday®?

3. Why is communication—*"his powerful Word"—the basisJesus sustaining all things in
creation? Is the universe so deeply based inoakttips? Is communication at the very
root of everything? Is great communication cenvdPreparation?

4. One of the most elemental motivations of sciende iscover the deeper phenomena that
explain the studied phenomenon, and then to disdbegphenomena deeper than those
phenomena—and the ultimate causal factors. Isatbfritual drive, too?

What are we going to do about it?

5. Which is the better method of finding thiéimatesustaining power of the creation—
spiritual inquiry or scientific inquiry? Which rmore open-ended? Which is less restricted?
Could spiritual and scientific inquiries come tmaar results?

6. Does the knowledge that Jesus sustains everyttangform our ordinary experiences?
Why or why not? Hug a pet or hold a plant whileiyoncentrate on the fact that Jesus
holds that pet or plant together. Does your exgoee of the pet or plant change? How?

7. Since our Lord Jesus is sustaining everything, wéstonsibility do we have to take care of
what he sustains? Or does Jesus free us to abyibéng he sustains? Is Preparation a
good time to restore our awareness of his preseAceltake care?

Learwed Lesson: The precious Word of Jesus sustains the world yeationor him whenever we
treasure, protect or improve his creation.

Passion etion: Use free natural light by opening the window blimd®r soon after sunrise—

more on the sunny side of your building on coolksgdayd more on the shady side on hot days. Save
energy for light and temperature control—and safhty bill money as well.
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Bible-Meditation #25Salvation in Ecological Disastefisei-denial: accountability]

What does it say?

STUDY: Genesis 41:9-16

GOLDEN TEXT: Genesis 41:16 3Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is not I. God wiNgiPharaoh a
saving answer.” [literal translation]

What does it mean?

Literally, after abuse suffered at the hands of yreamd after years in prison, Joseph’s first words
are “God will give Pharaoh a saving answer,” aatild be translated “...an answer of peace.”
Joseph spoke confidently even before hearing Phardoeam. A massive ecological disaster with
wrenching human consequences is about to unfoténpally devastating Egypt and much of the
“known world” around it. Seven years of ruinoumfae are about to strike everyone—beginning
in just seven years. With time to prepare forfdrmaine through wise distribution of resources and
planned food storage, God gives warning to theait#ltian, highly trained leader of the most
powerful nation of the known world at that timeetgreat Pharaoh of Egypt.

1. Why does Joseph speak with such hope? Does Gedmivinsight? Did the “ups and
downs” of Joseph’s life help shape bgtimistic-realismperspective?

2. Why are Pharaoh’s dream-interpreters so fearful?y @6 they not have a hopeful
interpretation? What does Joseph have that theegnassing?

3. The original Hebrew is stronger, literally sayingdd will give Pharaoh an answer of
shalom,” whereshalommeans peace, wholeness, happiness and welfare.délgou think
Pharaoh reacts to Joseph'’s first comment? Howhdoa®h's advisors, who do not know
the Lord, react?

4. After hearing Joseph’s interpretation of the dreBimraoh appoints Joseph to be the prime
minister of Egypt. What does Pharaoh see in J&safvthy does he think that Joseph has a
mastery oenvironmental and governmentalutions?

What are we going to do about it?

5. Does an attitude of hope help us see and act ati@@d? When are we more apt to give
ourselves thoroughly to solve problems—when thsesm hopeless or when we are
confident that the Lord will provide a way?

6. Have you had major ups and downs in your life? tHad.ord, the Creator, ministered to
you with help and hope when things were very blebk2v does that survivability impact
the way you see new challenges to the world aryon@

7. Joseph’s plan did not reduce the ecological disdste rather helped tens of thousands of
people survive it. Is preemptive protection of pleanore important as reducing damage to
the creation? Should facing ecological stress hawdracks—protecting people in the
disaster and reducing the dimensions of the disastéhich matters most?

Learned Lesson: The promise of salvation is offered through thea®ors faithful servants in the
most unusual circumstances

Passion Hetion. SKip fast food for the rest of Preparation, oeedat fast food only on special

occasions. Eat more vegetables and take timejoy emore the natural flavors of good food as the
Creator intended—and thank him profusely.
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Bible-Meditation #26.J€SUS’ Prayer on Maundy Thursday ramsgiving: love]

What does it say?

STUDY: John 17:1-11

GOLDEN TEXT: John 17:11 And now | am no longer in the world, but they ar¢he world, and
I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them imypame that you have given me, so that they
may be one, as we are one.

What does it mean?

The extraordinary prayer of Jesus—for us—shortlpiteeJudas betrayed him. The repeated theme
was for our unity, even modeled after the unityather-Son-Holy Spirit. This passionate and
focused prayer has repeatedly been dishonored msnitewomen so easily start new churches and
movements, and separate from other brothers atstssith his name.” However, nothing is more
important than bringing the Body of Christ to lalbogether and to speak with one voice—
regardless of whether church bureaucracies eveganeknd nothing would be more potent for
restoring environmental justice and creation chaatfor Christians around the world to do and say
what is right—together!

1. Jesus’ love—and confessing Jesus Christ as Lorduidlii@ more than enough to unite us.
Why was Jesus so aware that the temptation tat,"spliatter and splinter” was so potent?
How did he know that we would divide so easily?

2. What causes us to divide? Jesus urges each oftaket the initiative for reconciliation if
there is an offense, whether we caused the off@athew 5:23-26) or if someone else did
(Matthew 18:15-20). Can we work with people withom we disagree?

3. Is Jesus’ concept of unity for us merely to singether, hold hands or hug—or
collaboratively to obey his instructions? To chrehis creation? To work for
environmental justice? To love our neighbors aseues?

4. Jesus prays that believers will be as united anbdehe Fatherdre oné! What unites the
Trinity? Sacrificial love? Uncompromised purposkiitual accountability? Eternal
righteousness? Would these Divine attributes Beipower the Church in creation-care?
Would they help embolden our love our neighboresenational and ethnic boundaries?

What are we going to do about it?

5. Do we usually divide over personalities, beliefsnan behavior issues? Could the bigger
issues like surviving ecological disasters and gagsenvironmental justice and caring for
God’s creation help us to become the answers tesJesity prayer?

6. Much of the divisiveness of the Church has beerdas ethnic and national differences.
Could depleting resources and increased pollutiagmfly ethnic and national tensions and
make the Church more divided? Could Bible-basaddes have the courage to lead toward
the potent unity Jesus clearly desires? What wiotidke?

7. Where is there hope if the Church remains divide@mvironmental justice and creation-
care? Who could step forward? What would Jesnk thwe ignoredhis great prayer and
shirkedour responsibilities?

Learned Lesson: The Creator is passionate about the unity ofdilewers in obedience to him.

Passion etion. How is your church setting a good example for tin@acare? Can it collaborate
together with other churches to make a greaterdtmpand to help fulfill Jesus’ prayer?
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Bible-Meditation #27Central Park of New Jerusalem [penitence: justice]

What does it say’ —

STUDY: Revelation 22:1-7

GOLDEN TEXT: Revelation 22:1 and 2Fhen the angel showed me the river of the watbfeof
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of Gaadaof the Lamb through the middle of the street of
the city. On either side of the river is the toddife, with its twelve kinds of fruit, produciitg fruit
each month; and the leaves of the tree are fohttading of the nations.

What does it mean?

Vibrant nature parks are not for earth only. Thadei city, the heavenly city, New Jerusalem, has
a Central Park dominated by the River of Life adl a®the Tree of Life, with trunks on both sides
of the river.

1. Will we need to eat and drink for nourishment inAN&rusalem? Will it still matter how
we take care of plants and animals? Would it [zv&e with no responsibilities to the
Creator?

2. The Lord himself was the rock from which the goaatev flowed for the Israelites in the
wilderness. Is this partly why water “bright agstal” flows from the Lord’s throne?
(Revelation 22:1)

3. What does it mean to say that the leaves of the dtéife are “for the healing of the
nations”? What kinds of healing? Is this healioigthe nations represented in heaven or on
earth? Or both?

4. s this the same Tree of Life that was once plaméte Garden of Eden? Is this a
restoration of purity and innocence?

What are we going to do about ct?

5. Can you speculate about the twelve kinds of friithe Tree of Life? What fruit do we need
now—does God want for us now—and for eternity?

6. If we will be visiting a splendid park regularly ieaven, should we start getting used to
healthful parks that we can visit on earth? Camma&e our earthly parks more attractive?

7. How are the leaves of the tree are for the healing of thigoms”? Now are there medicinal
leaves? Do all leaves reduce £0d exhale precious oxygen? Does it matter homyma
trees we have? How many trees have you plantptbtected?

Learned Lesson: Life-giving vegetation is an eternal provisiontbé Creator for his children.

Passion #etion. Think of all the places you (and others you helgruit) can plant trees (or pay an

expert to plant them): at church, in your yardaipark, at a school, at your place of work, aldreg t
highway. Now start planting! Remember that trees help us in so many ways:ateepeautiful,
they provide shade, some provide edible fruit, thikpbsorb C@and release Dthey help soil
retain water to reduce flooding, and they can bedsded for other good uses later.
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Bible-Meditation #28LiVing Water [prayer: awareness]

What does it say’ —

STUDY: John 4:7-14

*GOLDEN TEXT: John 4:10 and 11 desus answered her, "If you knew the gift of Gatlvaho it

is that asks you for a drink, you would have agkedand he would have given you living water."
"Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to drawhvand the well is deep. Where can you get this
living water?”

What does it mean?

Clean water is essential to life, and the livingevaf the Holy Spirit is essential to vibrant spial
living. Jesus caught the Samaritan woman’s atiertiand our attention—by offering to us the
living water, thereal waterfor which we especially thirst.
1. What is living water? What satisfies the thirstiodé soul? The spirit? How could Jesus
offer the living water to this Samaritan woman?
2. How is Jesus’ living water similar to physical w&eOur bodies are about 90% water.
What proportion of our spiritual life is the livingater? Should it be100% living water?
3. Moses taught that the Rock that followed the peoplerael in the wilderness and was their
endless, living water source was the Lord himde#duyteronomy 32:4-18). Did the Rock
supply spiritual water or physical water—or botB®es Jesus have this in mind in talking
with the woman at the well?
4. Why does Jesus say “gift of God"? What/Who isghH& What is the price of the living
water? Who has paid this price?

What ane we going to do about ct?

5. What is Jesus’ style of evangelism in this tex¢zhls mere clever engagement, or does it
have a point? How can we use Jesus as a modet Iffivang water” outreach to others?

6. Have you received the gift of living water? Doesadntinue to flow? If not, what can you
do about it? What will Jesus do? Does Jesusimesiion from death build our confidence
in his living water? How?

7. Since so much rests on our abundant supply of dpaitual and physical water, what
should we do to make it more clean, safe and abiAdAnd then to keep it that way?

Learned Lesson: The living water of the divine presence fully siis the deepest human thirsts.

Passion #etion. Think of all the ways can you conserve water: tstkerter showers, take baths

only as an occasional luxury, reduce water-usag®@wf toilets by placing a brick or a full bottle i

the tank, and turn off the water while you are himg your teeth, shaving or scrubbing your hands.

Ask others. What else can you do? What else oardyg to honor the Creator for his gift of water?
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Bible-Meditation #ZQStewardShip DNA [self-denial: accountability]

What does it say’ —

STUDY: Genesis 1:26-31

*GOLDEN TEXT: Genesis 1:26 ¥hen God said, "Let us make humans in our imageuin
likeness, and let them be rulers over the fisthefsea and the birds of the air, over the livestock
over all the earth, and over all the creatures thaive along the ground.”

What does it mean?

The context of Genesis 1 and the word used for fdmm” or “rule” in these verses make it crystal
clear that the Creator never turned over to marnvardan the actual ownership of his earth. God
gave us humans the responsibility of taking carthefearth. There can be no grounds for
misreading this text to justify selfish exploitatiof the Creator’s assets. In fact, Adam and Eve
were doing just fine until they started to actfabey owned creation, and could do with the fafit
the trees what they willed. Then they foolishigdrto hide when the real Owner came calling! It
is no surprise that Herod wanted to kill the onerfbking.” Later, the Governor Pilate seemed
clueless when Jesus said that any power Pilatedrae from the Creator (John 19:11). Human
failures to distinguish stewardship from ownersiie legendary.

1. Is being a steward of creation part of being theair’s image, as man or woman? Is being
the Creator’s stewards a part of our DNA?

2. In this the first recorded use of the word “us,”amhGod said, “Let us make humans,” is the
“us” referring to the Trinity, or is the Creator vkang with angelic help? Why in the
creation of humans did it take a “team”?

3. What personal communications with the Creator lgeide our stewardship? How do
Scripture reading, prayer, attention to detailsremtion, and studying nature help us
understand how to be better stewards?

4. How does studying the natural sciences help ush®ee good stewardship? Should
natural science be taught without stewardshipeéddteator?

What are we going to do about it?

5. How many examples can you give of the way your fgnshurch, work, leisure, and other
assets of your life include good examples of cogasitewardship?

6. For the next generation, how should we teach aetekfy stewardship of the creation?
Are there new opportunities and issues of stewdp@sh

7. Are we responsible for everything that happensherearth? What is the extent of our
stewardship? Can we take too little responsilfilighould we ever follow Pilate’s example
and try to wash our hands of responsibility (Mattt:24)?

Learned Lesson: From before the first human was made, our rolst@sard for the Creator was
clearly included in human DNA.

Passion etion. With two or three other informed people that alace deeply about God’s grace
and goodness in creation, take an hour or morakddgether in a quite part of a park or in the
neighborhood of your church or home. Pray togeftrethe Creator’s wisdom and jointly consider
how to address the two or three primary green gsfareyour community.
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Bible-Meditation #30LIberty and Empowerment [almsgiving: love]

What does it say’ —

STUDY: Leviticus 25:8-13 and 35-38

*GOLDEN TEXT: Leviticus 25:10 and 35:..Proclaim liberty throughout the land, to all its
inhabitants.. ® If any of your countrymen become poor and is umébkare for themselves or

their families among you, help them as you wousd an alien or a temporary resident, so they can
continue to live among you.

What does it mean?

Can the Creator’s love be “institutionalized™? MHoe purposes of social and ecological care,
properties in the “promised land” of Israel werdtoredistributed every 50 years, so that every
family had a place—both as a home and a base abedo power. This Biblical care for
everyone’s access to the earth’s resources washasadfirmation of universal personal liberty. No
wonder Leviticus 25:10 was inscribed on the Americderty Bell, because the Bible text that (1)
establishes the divine endorsement of universaityt(2) requires continuing fair redistribution of
wealth. Liberty is based upon both this divine endorseraadtthis empowering endowment.
Previously the Israelites were slaves that hadropgsty, and they could not settle in their
wilderness wanderings. Such shared access toroesowas divinely revolutionary. It was the
Creator’s primal love put into policy.

1. What do you think the Hebrew people hearing thes@aid or thought? How important is it
to have your own access to resources—and to be@pkess that right to your children?

2. Why did this empowerment apply to “all the inhabt®g” not just to the citizens? After
having been slaves so long, was empathy for othgyartant? Does the stewardship of
earth’s resources pass on to all Adam and Evecetelents?

3. How is “liberty” here different from just “doing ag@u please”™? Why does it include caring
for the earth and caring that everyone sharesrth’saesources?

4. In how many different ways is our Creator the “autbf liberty”? Can true liberty include
abusing the earth? Why or why not?

What are we going to do about it?

5. Are you “liberated” in this Biblical sense? What you need in order to be liberated? How
are you empowered spiritually? Economically? Sibe?

6. What empowers your choices? Have you experiergsdiberty? How did it happen?
How loving is this Leviticus liberty?

7. How can policies—family policies, church policiescial policies, government policies,
educational policies—be changed to embrace motteeo€reator’s gift of liberty? And
more of empowerment of others’ liberty and to reses?

Learwed Lesson: All people are granted by the Creator the endovirakliberty, secured in his
DNA as liberator—especially shown in the Exodus enBassion Week.

Passion etion. To save gasoline and benefit everyone’s lungsiadadle your car more than 15
seconds. Should there be advisory signs at theyga@areas at church, school, work, the train and
such like—asking people to turn off their enginesobe 15 seconds of idling—for individuals’
health, such as asthma, and to save resourcdsfgrandchildren and for the environment?
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Bible-Meditation #31A New Thlnq [penitence: justice]

What does it say’ —

STUDY: Isaiah 43:15 through 21

GOLDEN TEXT: Isaiah 43:19 and 20l=am about to do a new thing; now it springs fodb,you
not perceive it? | will make a way in the wilderaesd rivers in the desert. The wild
animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostrgsHer | give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert, to give drink to my choseopbe.

What does it mean?

From the beginning of this selection in Isaiah &3\e are brought back to the Creator himself—
the Creator of all of nature and also of the natibfsrael. The Lord of all is the one speaking to
the people through the prophet Isaiah, sayinghtas ‘about to do a new thing His creative

work continues and includes caring for his peoglevall as nurturing his animals. His later
ministry in the Passion of Jesus Christ is furénadence that he is always ready to do a new
thing—for the benefit of all his creation.

1. Does the Creator continue to create? Are the hewd the Creator is doing “good,” like at
the beginning? Are natural processes shifting7atihthe Creator’s work now?

2. When does the Creator put rivers in the desert® i\aly with the miracle rock of
Exodus? Can we help him? Is irrigation a godlyki?oCan we participate in making the
Creator’s work “good”?

3. How do the animals honor the Creator? Why are thrdyjackals and the ostriches
mentioned here as giving honor to the Creator?hiBg standout in some way? What other
animals honor their Creator? How do we know theydr him?

4. Are the needs of people primary in this text? VWdin environmental crisis, what tensions
can there be between animal and human welfares8stow would the Creator resolve the
tensions?

What are we going to do about ct?

5. Did the Creator do a new thing in Isaiah’s timef2Jésus’ life, death and resurrection for
us? Are we ready for him t@l6 a new thingfor us again? Does the Creator change? Can
we move with God? How is the Creator differentvra stone idol?

6. Twice in two verses we hear about “rivers in theede” How important is water? Do we
truly treasure water? Do we protect water enoug¥tvat can we do better?

7. Can “rivers in the desert” also be a spiritual rpat&a? In what kinds of spiritual deserts are
you or others you know? What are the sourcesfodsiement during spiritual droughts—
when we do not feel the Creator’s presence? Wiekee find those rivers?

Learned Lesson: There is nothing old about the Eternal Creatodyea do a new thing, and also
calling on us to be vibrant enough to move with him

Passion Hetion. If it is chilly, why not put a sweater on and nedbe furnace thermostat down (or
the air-conditioning thermostat up) at least oneamegree? You could also set the thermostat far
lower and use a high-efficiency space heater isdhgarts of your home where you actually need
heat. The fuel you save will later be greatly @gpated by grandchildren on every continent.
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Bible-Meditation #32Resurrection Assurance [orayer: awareness]

What does it say?

STUDY: Acts 17:22-34

GOLDEN TEXT: Acts 17:29-31 =Therefore since we are God's offspring, we showldthink

that the divine being is like gold or silver or see—an image made by human design and skill. In
the past God overlooked such ignorance, but nosonemands all people everywhere to repent,
because he set a day when he will judge the watldjustice by a Man of his choosing. He gave
assurance to all by raising him from the deagliteral translation]

What does it mean?

As incomprehensibly great as he is—Creator, Soofrtiée, Sovereign of world history—he is
always at-hand, always close, in his relationskifpging and empowering Father, as Paul states in
Acts 17:27 and 28. Paul concludes his talk withghilosophers of Athens by asserting that it is
time to repent from our sins, especially the sitrgihg to reinvent God through clever idolatry.

Far from being a lifeless idol, the Creator is @lilife-giving, and death-conquering. Paul knew
that the report of Jesus’ resurrection would notve#-received. However, this true Gospel needed
to be spoken, even in Athens, and people were mimvadcept the message

1.

2.

3.

When talking with philosophers, why was it impottéor the Apostle Paul to teach the
immediate presence of the Creator? And to annotinecpublic proof of the resurrection of
Jesus? How did that information contrast with matreligious teaching?

Why does the Apostle Paul seem to mix the imagegsh-ud living and moving in God and
being his descendants as well? Is he referrirgom as the Holy Spirit and the Father at the
same time? Is this a “stretch” for the Creator?

With what you know about Athens and the strongasity of the philosophers there, was
the Apostle Paul connecting to their worlds? Whie emphasizing the closeness of the
Creator—and his power over death—rather than glsrtboughts and great myths?

In verse 24, the Apostle Paul reminds his listetteasthe Creator “does not live in shrines
made by human hands.” Where does he live? DadssBg? Why does he not have to say
it? What difference does it make in our care fgrdneation?

What are we going to do about it?

5.

6.

7.

Since God does not live in human-made shrinesmples—he must live in his creation and
in our hearts. Does your heart-shrine take someetoamaintain? Does the Creation-
Temple need maintenance?

Why does the Apostle Paul say that God is mastevefyone’s history “so that they would
search for God and perhaps grope for him and fimdh How have your experiences
pushed and led you in your search for God? Howvdcae learn better?

Why did the report of the resurrection of Jesushexthe point of decision at Athens? Is
life so precious that the Creator renews and restit? In our care for our own lives and for
his creation, do we model the boundless value Gagsdo life?

Learned Lesson: All the life-death-resurrection issues hinge oa timique ministry of the Lord

Jesus, especially his work during Passion Week

Passion Hetion. Act in resurrection hope by installing heaviertains on the windows and sealing

up all air leaks in your church, home and place/orfk. This helps save energy in every season.

41

Green Passion and Reswnection Preparation, © 2012 by Paul de Vries, PhD, 917-668-4000
DrPaul@GreenBibleSociety.comThank you!




Bible-Meditation #33:T he Greatest Confession [self-denial: accountability]

Whiat deee ¢t say?

STUDY: Philippians 2:5-11

GOLDEN TEXT: Philippians 2:10 and 11.=At the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and eeeigue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

What does it mean?

Sadly, much of the talk of civic responsibility angpBible-based people has been a tremendous
disservice both to God, to country, and to humanitgo often people have identified Christian
commitment with only one or another urgent issuethamthan the whole authority of God over
every dimension of personal and civic life. AbnahKuyper, the former Dutch prime minister,
correctly said that there is not one cubic centangat the whole universe, but that God says, “This

is mine.” When people get wrapped up into only onewvo issues, they often can become tone-deaf
to other priorities of God. They themselves thelnetry-pick” what they will do “for God"—

making themselves, in effect, Lord, rather thanlibed Jesus Christ. Simply, as the base of the
Creation-Care Box say#jere is One Lord, and he has many issues.

1. The word “Lord” means boss. Over what aspectd€ieation is Jesus Christ the boss? Is
there anything that is not a “God-issue”? Is leeltbrd of the way we pollute and deplete
his creation?

2. The word “Lord” is also one of the most common narfeg God in the Old Testament.

What does it mean for the creation that the gre@mpéhter of Nazareth is also Lord of the
universe? Does this make creation-care intenagbpitant to followers of Jesus?

3. The name “Jesus” means “Savior.” Why does thisenanpersede and hold sway over
everything else? Is salvation so needed by eviayth

4. Why is it important that every knee should bentionor of Jesus? Does that include the
knees of the evil powers “under the earth”? Do@xiude every human knee on earth?

What are we going to do about it?

5. Is any power or authority greater than the Lordreftion? Does Jesus’ authority and love
matter enough to us to care for his creation—fentame’s sake? Because he is Lord of all,
is there any environment where people live thaf 130 concern to us?

6. Can you imagine all people worshipping Jesus anéessing him as Lord? When will we
draw all people to Jesus? Would it help to lovergwne now, and to take responsibility for
the creation in which we all live?

7. What would bring you to your knees before the Léedus Christ in the outdoor
environment? At home? Church? Work? Play? ureld Could getting on our knees to
plant trees or to pick up trash also count as@fotgorship? What posture should we take to
prepare for Passion Week?

Learned Lesson: Jesus Christ's humble service and obedience isidtagVeek earned him the
extraordinary cosmic recognition that only he desger

Passion etion. There are many ways to say “Jesus Christ is Lordfbth accountable behavior

and affirmations of belief. Review yodke feureat (begun at meditation #5) and make marginal
notes recognizing many ways your experiences, rectiod attitudes affirm the Lord.
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Preparation Saturday
Bible-Meditation #34:1 he Sacrifice to Save the World [almsgiving: love]

What does it say’? —

STUDY: John 1:29 through 34

GOLDEN TEXT: John 1:29 Fhe next morning he sees Jesus coming toward hinsays, “Look!
The Lamb of God! The one taking away the sinefabrld!” (literal translation)

What does it mean?

The cosmic salvation so strongly prophesied by dbarBaptist speaks to us in our time every bit
as much as it did to the people in Jesus’ timee Jdivation of the whole world is needed, not
merely people’s souls or isolated lives or futiealities. Jesus’ ministry and message transformed
the world—especially his gift of himself to us ow@l Friday and the rest of Passion Week. As the
Apostle John writes he has a great appreciatigheofvorld impact of Jesus’ life and ministry.

After all, about one quarter of the times the wawdrld” (the Greek word “cosmos”) is used in

Bible are found in the Gospel according to John—mmaEmorably here in John 1:29 and also in
John 3:16. (See also John 1:9, 10; 4:42; 6:33;,&6d such like.)

1. What is the sin of the world? Did it go all theynzack to Adam and Eve rejecting the
Creator’s authority? How was the world affectedhioynan sin?

2. Does the way the Apostle John starts his Gospel §lohn 1:1-5) give a hint of the cosmic
impact of the Gospel and the total impact of Jesasing ministry on all creation? Why
was it important to say that the Word createdrafids?

3. Why call Jesus “the Lamb of God”? What speciat¢salid lambs have in the Old
Testament? What was their role in Jesus’ time@ Jesus play that role? Does his ministry
in Passion Week fit John’s and Isaiah’s descrigtidsaiah 53:7)?

4. Why does Jesus take away the “sin” of the worldAy\does it not say the “sins” of the
world? Is the main issue the deep sin conditia tleeds to be repaired and transformed?

What are we going to do about it?

5. How does salvation through Jesus’ ministry impadhiidual lives? How does it impact
families? How does it impact communities? Howsdibémpact the environment? What
else does salvation through Jesus’ ministry impact?

6. Is the real issue “sin” rather than “sins”? Wilsathe “sin” that matters? How does that
make a difference in your behavior? In your relaship with God?

7. Does the spiritual songie’s Got the Whole World in His Haridselp capture the cosmic
size of salvation? What other songs carry thissags? How will you celebrate this cosmic
sweep of salvation today by talking? Singing? kf@? Helping?

Learwed Lesson: From the before the beginning of his earthly migislesus’ role as the holy
sacrifice for our sin was understood and announced.

Passion Hetion. When people know the Lord’s example, and when tesythat they can
significantly benefit the next generation’s enviment, they may give generously to a worthy green
cause. Start with your own church or communitythkeye anything that all agree should be done if
there were the money to pay for it to happen? &eplhe old church furnace or central air-
conditioning with a modern, high-efficiency uni&tx or replace aging window units? Commit
yourself to a significant gift and call some frisnd see what support you can raise for such a
timely, mutually-beneficial cause.
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Passion Monday
Bible-Meditation #35MU|tip|icati0n bV Death [penitence: justice]

What does it say?

STUDY: John 12: 17-26

GOLDEN TEXT: John 12:24 =I‘tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheatdadl the ground and
dies, it remains only a single seed. But if itsdieproduces many seeds.”

What does it mean?

Right after Jesus’ splendid Palm Sunday entrartoeJerusalem, we have his only recorded
encounter with visitors from Europe. They wered&ksewho came to worship the Creator in
Jerusalem during the Passover Feast that was tbstatrt. Perhaps they had no background in the
Old Testament and prophecies about Jesus’ suffesmgs. Instead, Jesus turns to shared creation
experience to explain to these foreigners what texne about to witness personallgsus’ own
astonishing death and resurrection to multiply fibe all. These European tourists came for
Passover Week and witnessed the original Passi@akWend what was Jesus’ creation lesson?
Specifically: a good death can lead to multiplieditful, life-giving results. Perhaps with this
“creation-key” they were prepared to unlock the nieg of the public execution and resurrection
of our Lord. After all, some organic principlegahared between the spiritual and the biological
dimensions of the creation.

1. Is death the enemy only because of sin (1 Coringhi®b:54-56)? How can death benefit us
when it comes to wheat? How does Jesus’ deatlfibas@

2. Do you think this simple parable helped these misitrust his mastery over death and life?
Was their experience of Passion Week different fobiners’?

3. These Greeks came from a country especially kn@witd high culture, education and
sophistication. Why did Jesus use such a simplpawith these cultured people? Does
the wheat parable have universal appeal and meariags it apply to us?

4. Does Jesus often teach paradoxically—the lastbifiirst; die to self and you can live and
give life, give sacrificially and be blessed? Amere evidences of these paradoxes in
creation itself?

What are we going to do about it?

5. Can we reinvent organic multiplication? While vadmprove vegetation through careful
science and technology, can we recreate it? Caadwagys trust technology to fix our
ecological problems? Or do we need to “protectiammtove” created nature?

6. When it comes to the Creator’s organic processhkat works best: arrogance or respect?
How did even the Creator utilize one of his cregiedciples about death and life?

7. Does the fruit of the Spirit in our lives requir&iad of death to self, too? (Galatians 5:22-
23) Can we command either nature or the Holy Sairdo just what we choose?

Learned Lesson: A pattern of sacrificial death and beneficial mesation is long established in the

creation—in planting and harvesting—and Jesus’idfatus and powerful resurrection is the most
cosmic fulfillment of that pattern.

Passion Setion. A great way to recycle resources is tieécyclé (www.FreeCycle.orjy keep

stuff out of landfills while also graciously bertéfig others in your community. Give or get good

used items for free. After all, in God’s providenone person’s trash is another person’s treasure.
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Passion Tuesday

Bible-Meditation #36§N Death’s Shadow [prayer: awareness]

What dees it say?
STUDY: Psalm 23

GOLDEN TEXT: Psalm 23:4 £ven though | walk through the valley of the shadbdeath, |
fear no evil, for you are with me;

What does it mean?

As Jesus walked through Passion Week, he was yigidare of the valley of the shadow of death.
He walked that valley for us. In one of the mostivwquoted and treasured Psalms, David gives a
precious life perspective: no need to fear, bectheséord is always near. He expresses it as a
confession to the Lord:fear no evil, for you are with mélhe Creator’s presence everywhere in
creation makes all the difference. It is testimtmyhe huge burden Jesus carried for us that he
even struggled with full awareness of the Creatprésence.

1. Where is the valley of the shadow of death? Haebeen there? What was it like? What
got you through it?

2. Wherever there is temporal life, there is alsolileds$ there any place on earth that is not
part of the valley of the shadow of death? Isehay place where this Psalm 23 does not
speak to us?

3. Evil will occur; there is no Biblical promise ofdi on earth without evil and suffering.

What is the promise of protection? Is God trulyays with us?

4. Why is the LORD'’s presence important? When do aedrhim? Do we need anything
else? How does he show his presence? Why did desglude the Great Commission with
a promise of his presence? (Matthew 28:20)

What are we going to do about it?

5. What difference has the Creator’s presence mageunlife? Does it help to know that
Jesus even went through the experience of dealf?ité\nd conquered death, too? Can you
share stories of your experiences of his presence?

6. In his last sermon, Moses said, “The Lord is yoifie.. (Deut. 30:20). Even before he died
for us and arose again, Jesus said “I am the Retiorn and the Life” (John 11:25). How
does having “Life” with us change the valley of gteadow of death?

7. Is there any “valley” of the pollution or depletiofi creation that is off-limits to the
Creator’s presence? |Is there any ecological medtiadt is completely hopeless?

Learned Lesson: \We can go anywhere with the confidence of the ©r&sapresence, even if we
go through extreme pain, torture or death, bechass there with us.

Passion #etion. Your decision can save now lives, save fuel, amdtty benefit the environment:
drive slower on the highway. Most cars were desigio be the most efficient at 50-55 miles per
hour, and at that speed there are far fewer fatatlants. You will not only benefit the
environment by burning less fuel, at that speedmiay even wisely choose to drive less often, and
even enjoy it more when you do drive.
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Passion Wednesday
Bible-Meditation #3741 JNnwelcome Source? [self-denial: accountability]

What does it say?

STUDY: Revelation 3:14 through 22

GOLDEN TEXT: Revelation 3:14 and 15 And to the angel of the church in Laodicea writeeT
words of the Amen, the faithful and true witnelss,drigin of God's creation: | know your works;
you are neither cold nor hot. | wish you were eitbold or hot.”

What does it mean?

In Revelation 2 and 3, Jesus dictates seven letterseven different churches. Each letter
addresses particular issues, all of which may levaat to us. In this letter to the church in
Laodicea the Lord Jesus reminds them that he i€tbator, the primary source of the creation. He
also calls himself the “Amen” and literally integts that word in terms of its core Hebrew double
meaning, faithfulness and truth. “Amen” is thenpary Hebrew word for truth, and Jesus in other
places calls himself the Truth. (John 14:6 and JI#$187) Since we have faith and trust because of
the truth of God, “Amen” is the primary Hebrew wdad faith, too. We trust whatever and
whoever is true—especially the Holy One who is firuThe Hebrew word “Amen” is a great name
for the Lord Jesus, because he is the faithfulilramd he boldly speaks the truth to all. Thisagre
Amen finds himself kept outside the church (ver@g s he was not always welcomed in the
ancient Temple either. We could guess whethechinech is shortsighted and careless, or perhaps
embarrassed by some of the bloody ministry he Uesdis accomplished for us in Passion Week.
Could the present church be as unfriendly to teohic Lord Jesus as were the religious leaders of
his time?

1. In prosperity (verse 17), can church or group bexamre detached from the creation and
from their origins in God? Have they forgotten @aatability to the Creator?

2. Why does Jesus say that the people in the churchoalicea are “neither cold nor hot™?
What do we need to do to become cold or hot folCireator?

3. Why does Jesus say that he is standing outsidehtireh and knocking at the door? Is it
possible to “do church” without him? What couldekethe Creator “outside”? In Passion
Week, why did some religious leaders what Jesuz @duld we make the same mistake?

4. Without a vibrant relationship with the Creator,atvldoes the church become? Why is
eating together with the Creator so important @&@@®)? What are the benefits? What does
the Creator seek? Does it matter that all the fdbohately came from the Creator?

What are we going to do about it?

5. How can you make it utterly clear that the Creaalways central to your church? What
does it mean to invite the Creator in? Is thernglang Jesus did or said that would seem
“out of place” now in your churchBit at the table and write him a brief invitation.

6. How should we eat together with him? What shod@alhanged? What does he want to
talk about at the dinner table? To prepare fonelirwith the Creator, what are four timely
actions steps? Do we reallianthim to eat with us?

7. What would make the Creator feel utterly welcomgonr home? What sends the “wrong
messages” to him? How can they be chandg@g2uss this with your family.

Learned Lesson: Jesus Christ is knocking and seeks our persoteaitian and fellowship.

Passion #etion. Walk through your home and consider “What woulel @reator like changed?”
Make a list and do at least one of the items today.
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Maundy Thursday
Bible-Meditation #3sMaundy Milestone [almsgiving: love]

What does it say? —

STUDY: John 13:31-38

GOLDEN TEXT: John 13:34 and 35"A new command | give you: Love one another. ek
loved you, so you must love one another. By thimen will know that you are my disciples, if you
love one another."

What does it mean?

In the context, Judas has just left the Last Sygbenrtly after Jesus implied that Judas would
deliver him up to the authorities. When he wasuabo leave, Jesus added, “Do it quickly.” The
other Apostles were not fully paying attention aimtually missed Jesus’ very next statement—
where he gave the “new command...Love one anothienase loved you.” Oddly, the subject was
then immediately changed when Jesus then predieest’s denial. Still, the day before Good
Friday is appropriately called Maundy Thursday amér of this great teaching of Jesus on that day.
Maundycomes from the Latimaundatuni meaning ‘command.’

1. Inthe two short verses of the Golden text, Jeays 4 ove one another” three times. Why
did he use such repetition and emphasis? Isaird pre need to repeat again?

2. What did Jesus use as his standard of love? Hoehmid he love the Apostles? How
much does he love us? How did he demonstrat®sthe next day, Good Friday? Can
our love for one another reach this standard?

3. Why did Jesus make obedience of this command tharg mark of our discipleship? Did
he make any other standard equal to it? Does 18135 still apply?

4. Why in the text is this “new command” surroundedy first references to Judas’ betrayal
and Peter’s denial? How are betrayal and deniddeCreator still issues of human life?

What are we going to do about ct?

5. If we “love one another” as Jesus loves us, willghally sacrifice convenience and cost for
achieving healthy environments for the grandchiidsa every continent?

6. Does our disproportionate use of earth’s resouvoeder on a betrayal of Jesus and his
teachings? Do we ever deny him? What can we keanm Judas and Peter?

7. Why was “Love one another” introduced on the sameas the first holy foot-washing and
the first Lord’s Supper? Could helping clean-umseone else’s ecology count as holy foot-
washing today? Please explain. Could protectimge®ne else’s food sources honor the
Lord’s Supper now? Please explain.

Learwed Lesson: Jesus’ “new command” has a standard: “...as | haved you.” Our love for
others may involve, therefore, sacrificial commitrnen our part.

Passion #etion. Our creation of C®and other green-house gasses can cause fatab@meintal
changes where you are and elsewhere in the wbtshsurably reduce that hazard by better sealing
and insulating your home—and put the furnace thetat@own one more degree, or the air-
conditioning thermostat up one more degree.
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Good Friday
Bible-Meditation #39Creation Cares for Christ [penitence: justice]

What does it say? —

STUDY: Matthew 27:45-54

GOLDEN TEXT: Matthew 27:50-53 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud vdieggave

up his spirit. At that moment the curtain of tample was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth
shook and the rocks split. The tombs broke opdrtambodies of many holy people who had died
were raised to life. They came out of the tombd,after Jesus' resurrection they went into the
holy city and appeared to many people.

What does it mean?

What a moment! When the Apostles are paralyzef@dny when dishonest religious leaders move
swiftly to destroy Jesus, when a brutal governmemntires Jesus to death, it seems that only the
creation responds appropriately: (1) It is darki@ middle of the day (verse 45), (2) the earth
guakes, (3) rocks split, and (4) tombs of holy pe@pe opened and (5) life returns to corpses.
Even (6) the thick, inert Temple Veil is torn odeom the top, as by the Creator himself, opening
the holiest place to all. Only God’s good creaseems to understand, and then some of the
soldiers notice and at least conclude: “Truly, thés the Son of God.”
1. Did creation always respect Jesus? Why did everythfrom storms to swine, from
lunches to lakes—honor and obey him? Why are pespUdifferent?
2. Why the darkness? Was Jesus bearing our singtesa@me for the creation to watch?
Who is the light of the world?
3. What caused the disturbance even within the eaith,the earthquake and the opening of
specific tombs? Can creation have a convulsiateep sadness?
4. Why was life restored to some corpses of holy pegdDid Jesus death for us on the cross
start pouring out life immediately? How does hesith give life now?

What are we going to do about ct?

5. How good is the creation? How did it respond ®udédeath so well? Does the creation
always honor the Master? Is this one more reasangrove and protect it?

6. Is there anything passive about Jesus’ PassiamsfdrWas Jesus in charge, even from the
cross? Is there ever an excuse for us to failbresipility to the Creator?

7. How can we honor the good creation today for itsgendidly honoring the Creator that
first Good Friday? Can you draw from the life-gigideath of Jesus to do some good for
life in the creation now?

Learned Lesson: The cosmic, tragic significance of Jesus deatlusgoon the cross was understood
and expressed by creation itself—while people ndsustood.

Passion #ction. Today, in honor of our Lord and in respect for theation, have a “MCD”: a

maximum conservation day. Be creative: (1) useagimum of one light bulb at home or work; (2)
take a slightly “cool” shower for less than one ot (3) walk to work, school or the store even if
it is a couple miles; (4) do not cook or eat coofamtl; (5) eat half as much in each meal; (6) and
maximallyconserve in other ways—uwithout just staying in!b&dday you can identify with
creation’s owrgrievingover the cost of our redemption—and edemtify with how our
grandchildren may live if we fail in our creatioare now—all at the same time.
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Holy Saturday
Bible-Meditation #40:T he Flesh—Jesus’ Battle Groumnghyer: awareness]

What does it say?

STUDY: Romans 8:1-11

GOLDEN TEXT: Romans 8:3:£for God has done what the law, weakened by thk,ftesild not

do: by sending his own Son, in the likeness ofilsileish, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in
the flesh.

What does it mean?

On Holy Saturday we remember the pains and sorodv&ood Friday and anticipate the
extraordinary victory of Resurrection. Creatioself is never neutral, for it belongs to God, and i
is filled with the presence of its Creator. We Wrihat creation is also a battlefield: sin,
lawlessness, crimes, rebellion, perversion andagsdbehavior all occur within the creation. The
reasonWhat is done in the flesh matters fact, the potent word “flesh” in this Romahgext
reminds of many facts, including (1) our flesh’slyldependence on the Creator, (2) our fleshly
temptations that lead us away from him, (3) hisiognin the flesh in Jesus Christ, and (4) our flesh
and bodies being his temple.

1. How was the law weakened by the flesh? Was théblaitself ever meant to be our
Savior? Does what Jesus did on holy week helpnesis to God'’s intentions.

2. In what ways was Jesus Christ “in the likenesgrdtisflesh”? Why was that important?
Were there limits?

3. Was the location of the condemnation of sin impdfaDid the condemnation have to
occur in the flesh? What gets condemned—the fheshe sin that can pollute the good
flesh? Can the flesh then be liberated from sin?

4. Is the flesh or the Spirit our guide? Is it a “jplawn” to say that “we do not live according
to the flesh™? When we live according to the Spare we fully in the flesh? Why not,
since he made the flesh? Can we follow the Spavt anywhere but the in the flesh?

What are we going to do about it?

5. Why does religion so often detach itself from tleslh, rather than redeem and transform the
flesh? Why does religion so often detach itsalfrfrcreation? What would it take to
redeem Creation?

6. The flesh is an important part of creation. Doestion’s liberation from sin and
selfishness matter? Can we help continue JesustGhwork by actively condemning the
sin and selfishness that so often damages creapotiating and depleting?

7. Does Jesus Christ’s presence as flesh (John IntMipahe flesh (Romans 8:3) redeem and
raise the value of all flesh, and of the rest eltion? How do we show our esteem for his
presence and work in creation?

Learned Lesson: The bold, bloody ministry of Jesus Christ from @deiday through to his
Resurrection, Jesus had to do in the flesh todileeus from the power of sin in the flesh.

Passion etion. Relationship with God is never merely “spirituaMhat we do in the flesh
always matters especially. After alyr own bodies are the Creator’'s templdssing yourgree«
Jowrnal (Meditation #5) review yoUfree: Preparation €Xperiences, and select those changed behaviors
you especially want to continue—to honor the Creatwl to express your deep gratitude to him.
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Appendix A Solution to the Creation-Care Box-Puzzle:

One Lord—Never One Issue

One Life, One Shalom, One Earth, One Humanity
The Four Sides of Creation-care

Copyright © 2006 by Paul de Vries, PhD, paul@nydivinityschool.org.

Thanks to Ms. Stephanie Skiles for splendid graphic work.
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Side &
“LOVE one another

as | have loved you.” Jesus’
new command was introducefl
on Maundy Thursdayalong
with holy foot-washing and
the Lord’s Supper.
{almsgiving: love}

The Base
Civic responsibility has one
Lord, never only one issue
There is one Lord, and he
has many issues for our
behavior and belief—as
engaged individuals and
communities.
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Appendix B:
Interconnections of Creation-Care with other BidliBrinciples

Creation-care is an essential part of an intertwdriindle of Biblical behavioral principles for
civic engagement, including these especially Sicanit seven:

1. Seek reconciliation between all people anddtesator, between each human person and group, and
between all people and creatioBy God’s grace, redeem local Church, friendshgpsnmunities, and
national activities to create affirmation, undenstiag and collaboration—to celebrate sincerelytthths
that all people come from one Creator, one bload, set of original parents—and that all can beofer
Kingdom of God and one Church, the fully functioBaldy of Christ. Too often ecological policy has
divided races, favoring one over another. Itrigetifor ecological policy to favor the whole humane.

2. Protect religious freedom and liberty of conscienG®»d has ordained the two co-existing institutiohs o
church and state as distinct and independent ¢f @her with each having its own areas of respdlitgib
We affirm the principles of religious freedom aitaelty of conscience. The church has the rigiptrtonote
care of God’s creation. “The earth is the LORDAss first a motto for God-based social transforarati
(Exodus 9:29). Alternatively, if we do not proteetd improve the creation, we leave more oppostoit
political tyranny and the abuse of religious lilgerwitness the strength of the Islamic fundamertabnd
the religious intolerance they propagate as th@joidpetroleum monopolies.

3. Nurture family life and protect childrefrrom Genesis onward, the Bible tells us that thalfais central
to God’s vision for human society. Marriage is to@enant relationship between one man, one womdn a
One God—and it is the basic building block of stcidt is in the family (whether intact or not)atwe

learn mutual responsibility: we learn to live in@mered society with complementary and distinlggo
Shortages of resources and ecological disaster pisk the sacredness and vitality of family,lge that
creation-care is measurably pro-family for evergtowent.

4. Protect the sanctity of human life and safeditsr nature Because God created human beings in his
image, all people share in the divine dignity.tHa Bible, God sometimes reveals his calling amd o&
persons before they are born, so the pre-born ghénes dignity. Abortion, euthanasia, and unehi
human experimentation can severely violate this-Gigdn dignity of all human beings. The activeector
every human life must not stop at birth, but meiigés active, holistic creation-care. After alletecology
of humans that have been bormideast as importards the ecology of the unborn.

5. Promote economic justice and support protestifmn the poor.Since the poor of our country and the
world are the first to be hurt by pollution, resceidepletion, global warming and rising sea-levaisation-
care will help to reduce some of the harmful effexftpoverty and provide fair resources access.

6. Recognize and protect human righ@uriously, the UN’s Universal Declaration of HamRights (1948)
did not include safe environment, clean air, fagre of well-managed resources, or any other emviemtal
rights in any of its 30 articles. However, enningental rights are basic to the rights that arengd in the
Declaration. For example, without a healthy arfd savironment, the basic right to life is compreed, the
basic right to liberty is severely limited, and tiesic right to the “security of person” is meath@sg. By
any measure, creation-care is increasingly cettrtile protection of human rights.

7. Reduce violence and the motivations for vigdeaad promote non-violent conflict resolutiowars and
violence in the future will more likely be relatamcreation-care issues, especially if the enviremninis
increasingly polluted and resources become momatieally depleted. Peace-loving people must be
proactive for creation-care deliberately to redilneetemptations for war and the disruptions ofl difé
caused by a harmed ecology.

Most of these points are outlined also in the NaloAssociation of Evangelicals’ excellent 2004 utoentFor the Health of the NationSeewww.nae.net
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Appendix C:

References and Sources will be added here...

[0 Excellent web addresses
0 Excellent books from Biblical point of view
O Quality DVDs

...from the Green Bible Society, World EvangelicéibAte, and other
responsible sources.
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Appendix D  Meet the author offzeex Preparation, the founder of th&reen Bible Society

Paul de Vriesh.p.

Paul de Vries, PhD is a speaker, author and prasadéhe New York Divinity School (NYDS).
NYDS is “Christ-centered, Bible-based, Spirit-ledihd it offers leadership and ministry training for
pastors and lay people. Dr. de Vries also sersesat-large member of the governBaard of the
National Association of Evangelicalsctively representing about 40 million evangélfsmericans.

Dr. de Vries earned the Ph.D. (in philosophy, 197@&n the University of
Virginia, also completing substantial graduatenireg in education and in
ministry. For 30 years he has led in evangeliggthiér education
administrationdesigning innovative programs to help incarnatelgim
Biblical truth with people’s learning, loving, leauy and living

Dr. de Vries founded and directed (1983-1989) that€r for Applied
Christian Ethics (CACE) at Wheaton College (lllispwhere he was also an
associate dean and a tenured professor. CACEhds4dt ethics center at
any protestant college. He also earlier foundetidarected the first Office
of Volunteer Community Service at the Universityifginia and led in
establishing an affordable housing information reetnin lllinois—all of
which remain thriving programs. He was the leadefioan scholar in the
Moscow-based “Ten Commandments Project” (1989-1991] he is a
charter-member of both the Society for BusinesscEtand of the Society of Christian Philosophers.
He is also the founder of the International Redeérstitute on Values Changes, with unique work
accomplished mainly in Moscow, Beijing and New Y.ork

For six years, he held the endowed Chair in MatkegEthics at The King’s College (NY), and after
9/11 he was appointed director of the CounseliryTenaining Taskforce for NetworkNYC, a large
cluster of evangelical Churches and ministries.wds the only protestant addressing (or even idvite
to) the bicentennial of Jesuit education in Ameratgended by 2,000 Catholic scholars (1989), and h
and a team of Jesuits won second place for theoi@Book Award (1990). He is properly credited fo
inventing (1982) the ternmmiethodological naturalisfha concept that clarifies a central issue in the
philosophy of science and in the continuing evolutiiebates. Dr. de Vries is also honored in
Madison’s Who’s Whand inSwarthmore’s Who's Who.

Dr. de Vries is the lead author of four bookae Taming of the Shrewtl992, Thomas Nelsoiithics
Applied(1999, Simon and SchusteBysiness Ethics Applig@000, Pierson Education),
Manufacturer's Manua(2006, Friends of the Earth), and the author aleds of published articles,
available upon request. He is also both an adasd a contributor to théreen Bible(2008,
HarperOne), and he has consistently helped dradicpatiention to key Biblical issues—including
especially creation care, racial reconciliatiorlan life, religious liberty and marriage.

Dr. de Vries founded the round-table discussiorih tie NY Board of Rabbis and NY Evangelicals.
He has started the Achievement Centers for Exaslgmartnering with leading churches and
universities to address the education gap affectiagy minority and inner city youth.

Dr. de Vries is the husband of Victoria de Vriegher of Tor and Chrissa, and father-in-law of
Bonnie—all of whom are devout Christians who haamed the highest degrees in their professions.
Dr. and Mrs. de Vries also have two grandchildésiden Victor (2004) and Eleanora Jean (2008).
Most importantly, Paul de Vries loves the Lord 3e€rist, and he seeks to honor, glorify, pleasg an
enjoy the Lord God in and through everything.

The Green Bible Societys

Church Station, Box 3277, New York, NY 10008 917-668-4000
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