<> WEA

WORLD EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE

Human Rights Council 39t session

Agenda item 10

Interactive Dialogue with the Independent Expert on Sudan
Speaker: Wissam al-Saliby

Date: 26 September 2018

Thank you, Mr. President. We would like to thank the Independent Expert on Sudan for his
briefing today.

Churches and Christians in Sudan face a variety of violations of their rights to Freedom of
Religion or Belief. We are grateful for the special rapporteur for documenting in his
consecutive reports the demolition of church buildings in May 2017 and in February 2018.
These demolished churches were on a list of 25 churches scheduled for demolition. The
authorities claim these church buildings violate zoning laws and are not properly licensed.
However, the authorities refuse requests for the licensing of existing church buildings and for
permission to build new church buildings.

The Sudanese authorities also continued to confiscate church properties or threaten churches
with confiscations. The government does this by illegally appointing committees within
church denomination structures which then “sell off” church properties to businessmen allied
to the government. Currently there are more than four court cases ongoing against Christians
who peacefully resisted the unlawful confiscations.

However, on 8 August 2018, a judge in Sudan ruled in favor of the legitimate church
committee and returned administration of Sudanese Church of Christ properties back to the
church.

What do we learn from this development? We learn that the rule of law and citizenship are
not far off in Sudan.

Therefore, we call on the government of Sudan to cease church demolition, the imprisonment
of church leaders, and the confiscation and destruction of church property. Christian
Sudanese are citizens of Sudan like every other Sudanese.

Thank you, Mr. President.
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